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Royal Visit to Scotland 
QCOTSMEN played the leading role in the 
development of the pneumatic tyre; 
Thompson introduced a hollow rub- 
berised canvas tube, inflated with air and 
protected by a leather case as early as 1545. 
John Boyd Dunlop made a practical pneu- 
matic tyre in 1888 and two years later the 
first detachable pneumatic tyre was made in 
Scotland. It is appropriate, therefore, that 
in this week’s Scottish tour (regrettably fol- 
lowed by Her Majesty’s indisposition) the 
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh should 
have visited the Inchinnan factory of the 
India Tyre and Rubber Co., Limited, where 
tyre production has been going on since 
July 30, 1928, or for all but three decades. 
The company was formed in 1927 and labour 
was recruited from the then heavily 
depressed Lanarkshire coalfield; some of the 
former miners are still with the company 
and proved admirable builders of tyres. 
Incidentally, the building is on the site where 
the airship R34—first machine to fly the 
Atlantic in both directions—had been built. 
The company was acquired by the Dunlop 
group in 1936 but continues an independent 
production and marketing policy. During 
the war 23 per cent of the United Kingdom 
output of aircraft tyres came from its factory. 
Today 33 different types of tyre, made in 
400 sizes, go out at the rate of two million 
a year for cars, commercial vehicles, 
passenger vehicles, earthmovers, tractors, 
trailers, carts, industrial trucks and agri- 
cultural appliances; 40 per cent of the India 
output from Scotland goes overseas. Sub- 
sidiaries produce India tyres in India, South 
Africa, New Zealand, Sweden and Ireland. 
Mr. G. E. Beharrell, chairman of the Dunlop 
Rubber Co., Limited, Mr. A. R. M. Geddes, 
managing director of Dunlop, and Mr. 
L. J. W. Bailey, director and general 
manager of India, were presented to the 
Royal visitors, with other officers who 
aecompanied the party on the tour of the 
works. 


I 


New Roads for Old 
AST autumn’s conference at the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers on the highway 
needs of Great Britain was described 
in our columns at the time as a valuable task 
in view of the large numbers of people 
affected by the deficiencies of our road 
system. The Institution has published papers 
and discussion in book form at £2, but the 
British public will be further indebted to the 
Roads Campaign Council for making available 
an attractive and easily assimilated summary 
of it all, entitled New Roads for Old, which 
drives home the lessons and insists on the 
necessity of still more being done. Almost 
simultaneously there has appeared from the 
same source a further booklet in the series 
Roads Matter. This deals with the south- 
western counties and tells the grim story of 
dislocation in the summer months and of 
such delays as make up the 90,000 hours 
wasted annually by commercial vehicles 
alone at Saltash Ferry. It advocates a 
motorway from Bristol to Exeter, bypasses 
to the well-known bottlenecks of Honiton 
and Bodmin, the bridging of the Tamar, of 
course, and other useful schemes in 20 well- 
illustrated pages. The British Road Federa- 
tion this week has advocated an experimental 
parking town, for the investigation of 
parking problems and the control and finance 
of street and off-street parking. The example 
chosen for the B.R.F. investigation is 
Kingston-upon-Thames and a forceful case 
is made for a little clear thought on the 
subject in Berkeley Square instead of 
recourse to restriction and parking meters. 





Research in Additives 
[4 pursuing the aim of more power for less 
weight at lower cost the internal com- 
bustion engineer has sought aid from 
many sources. Progress in engine design 
has been linked with improvement of fuels. 
Almost more striking has been the develop- 
ment in the performance of lubricants. The 
chemical industry has in these spheres 
become the partner of the oil industry; the 


CURRENT TOPICS 





chemist has assumed an importance equal to 
the automobile engineer in determining per- 
formance and improving design. Chemical 
additives, self-cleaning oils and constant vis- 
cosity have become the order of the day. 
Since the end of hostilities in 1945 Monsanto 
Chemicals, Limited, has been in this field, 
starting with the setting up of laboratories 
devoted to applicational research and tech- 
nical service on the products. A small-scale 
screening test was initiated by the Monsanto 
chemists. By 1956 a considerable increase 
in laboratory facilities was needed and 
finally it was decided to design new oil 
additives technical service laboratories at 
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LEADING FEATURES IN THIS ISSUE 


trams were running. The trams were single 
deckers and the extensive system, totalling 
30 route miles, was a model of B.E.T. 
operations, on which trailer working, parcels 
service and the potentialities of the motor 
bus were the subject of experiment and 
research, under the supervision of Mr. Emile 
Garcke, mainspring of the B.E.T. and first 
chairman of P.E.T. Modern bus operation 
began in 1913 and both before and after 
the demise of the trams in 1928 was the 
subject of intense competition. Under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Raymond Birch, how- 
ever, most of the bus operations in the City 
of Stoke-on-Trent, adjoining Newcastle- 
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Newport (Mon.) adjacent to the factory where 
the additives are made. This was opened on 
Monday of this week by Mr. Harold Watkin- 
son, Minister of Transport, who was wel- 
comed by the Monsanto chairman, Sir Miles 
Thomas. Sir Miles said that eight years ago 
the Ruabon laboratories were amplified by 
those at Fulmer, Bucks, to expand techno- 
logical work on rubber, plastics and oil 
additives. In 1956 the Rideal laboratories 
(named after Sir Eric Rideal, a former 
director) were opened in Newport for research 
on economical manufacturing methods. The 
new laboratories the Minister was to open, 
by pressing a button to start up the engines 
in the test cells, were already being doubled 
in size. 





Gold for Diamonds 


QEVERAL notable features distinguish the 
undertaking of the Potteries Motor 
Traction Co., Limited, which, as 

recorded last week, has just celebrated the 

sixtieth anniversary of its formation. Even 

Jove nods and this event was inadvertently 

described in our headline as a golden instead 

of a diamond jubilee. It was an occasion 
marked by particular cordiality between 
operator and civic authorities and, of course, 
it really commemorated a much _ longer 
association of the Stoke area with public 
street transport. The original tramway con- 
cern was one promoted by George Francis 
Train and from 1862 onward it gave almost 
continuous service until the abandonment of 
all the Potteries system 66 years later. It 
was, apart from the pioneer line at Birken- 
head, the only one of Train’s numerous 
schemes to escape from ignominious removal. 

Acquired by new owners in 1879, steam 

traction followed from 1881. Then in 1896 

another change of control brought the 

nascent and energetic British Electric Trac- 
tion group on the scene. The Potteries 

Electric Traction Company was formed two 

years later and by May 16, 1899, electric 


under-Lyme and the surrounding country, 
have been rationalised, to the benefit of the 
public as well as of the operators. The good- 
will engendered by the company in its first 
sixty years is a good augury for the next 
six decades; gold into diamonds indeed. 





New South Wales Railways 
ARNINGS of the New South Wales 
Government Railways for the year 
ended June 30, 1957, amounted to 
£78,688,602 and working expenses totalled 
£75,351,603, resulting in a profit on opera- 
tions of £3,336,999, an improvement of 
£2,855,266 over the previous year. Con- 
cessions allowed by the Department totalling 
£621,975 consisted of {487,386 in rebates of 
freight to consignees of mill products, flour 
exported, rice, and for canned fruits, jams 
and other goods, {100,669 in reduced charges 
for the transport of livestock and fodder, and 
£33,920 in travelling concessions to blind 
soldiers and their guides. An amount of 
£1 million was received from the Government 
as a contribution towards losses on working 
of country development lines and {£800,000 
for the Government Railways Super- 
annuation Account, making the net receipts 
£5,136,999. This amount was insufficient 
by £5,794,288 to meet interest on loan 
capital, sinking fund contributions, and 
other statutory charges. During the year 
passenger journeys totalled 263,136,494, 
goods traffic hauled amounted to 18,142,441 
tons, and 135,690 livestock wagons were 
hauled. Gross capital expenditure amounted 
to £12,065,803, of which {4,844,943 was for 
new rolling stock and {3,800,272 for elec- 
trification. New equipment included 39 
locomotives, 32 passenger cars, and 116 goods 
wagons; orders were placed for additional 
diesel-electric locomotives and other modern 
equipment. The report records the comple- 
tion of the major work of electrifying the 
western line between Sydney and Lithgow 
in June, 1957, and the resultant improved 
economy and efficiency. 


Tramroad Diamond Jubilee 
ESPITE the general decline of tramways, 
one route in this country seems to be 
in littke danger of being handed over 
to motor bus operation. This is the Blackpool 
and Fleetwood Tramroad which on July 14 
completes sixty years of public service. Con- 
structed by private enterprise under an Act 
of 1896, the eight-mile long line, of which 
6} miles was on private right-of-way, opened 
up a stretch of the Fylde coast of Lancashire 
which had previously been remote and 
virtually inaccessible. Southwards from the 
Gynn the promoters had hoped to gain access 
to Blackpool via the North Promenade with 
a terminus at the North Pier. But Blackpool 
Corporation resisted this and would permit 
only a back-street entrance to a point near 
the present North Station. This was over a 
single-track tramway with three passing 
places which was constructed by the Corpora- 
tion and leased to the company for 21 years. 
It was along this section that on July 13, 
1898, the official car carrying Major Marindin, 
the Board of Trade inspector, was intention- 
ally blocked by strategically placed horse 
buses and vans in protest against the narrow 
clearance between the rails and kerbs. In 
consequence the inspector refused to pass this 
town section of track and the company was 
compelled to establish a temporary terminus 
at the Gynn from which point cars com- 
menced public services to Fleetwood on the 
following day. Through running into Black- 
pool began on September 29, 1808. 


Shrewd Management 


UNDER the shrewd management of John 
Cameron, who came from the Manx 
Northern Railway, the undertaking 

became a model of its kind and for just over 

2I years, working expenses were maintained 

at about 44 per cent of the gross revenue, a 

ratio unequalled by any other private British 

tramway so consistently. With its fleet of 41 

single-deck bogie tramcars, of which 26 were 

open-sided for holiday traffic, its small way- 
side stations and rather lightly laid sleeper 
track, the line possessed a distinctly trans 
atlantic flavour. Following extension of the 

Blackpool borough boundary to beyond 

Norbreck on April 1, 1917, the Corporation 

negotiated‘ purchase of the tramroad in order 

to extend its Promenade trams to the new 
area. Although the company held the 
reserved track portion in perpetuity, it was 
reluctantly compelled to sell because the 

Corporation signified that renewal of the 

lease of the Blackpool street section would 

be denied in 1919. A take-over price of 
£284,000 was agreed, including {10,000 to 

Mr. Cameron in compensation for loss of office. 

Blackpool took possession on January 1, 

1920, and almost immediately connected the 

line with its town tramways. 


Recent Developments 


SHE end of operation of standard railway 
goods wagons over the portion of tram- 
road between Fleetwood sidings and 

Thornton Gate in 1949 made possible the 

laying of check rail along the entire route. 

This was completed early this year and has 

enabled the large double-deck units to 

operate to Fleetwood from the south end of 

Blackpool Promenade. On Tuesday, July 1, 

for the first time, double-deck units were 

operated over the whole of the original route 
between Blackpool North Station and Fleet- 
wood, and will do so in future when required. 

As described in Mopg&RN TRANSPORT of 

April 19, 1958, a 22-mile ‘‘Coastal Tour’’ is 

being operated by the new single-deck tram 

and trailer. This is a reminder that the former 
company owned three trailers in the early 
days, but converted them to motor cars in 

1905 because their use was prohibited in the 

terminal towns. As early as 1904 the B. and 

F.T. pioneered motor char-a-banc services as 

a feeder to its tramroad at the Fleetwood 

end. These operated from Knott End on the 

north side of the River Wyre. By 1906 some 

14 vehicles were in use under a subsidiary 

concern, Fylde Motor Services, Limited. The 

services appear to have been withdrawn 
following the completion of the Garstang and 

Knott End Railway from Pilling in 1908. 
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On the 1 oth anniversary of the first cross- 
Channel vehicle ferry flight, our greetings and 
thanks to all who have helped in the development 
of this all-British enterprise—not least to the 
759,000 passengers who have travelled 
safely and well on the Air Ferry since 

1100 hours on July 14, 1948. 

In those 10 years, 215,000 cars ( from more 
than 60 countries) and 70,000 motor cycles 
and cycles have been carried in 125,000 
cross-Channel flights. 
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Providing the most advanced fire- 
detecting and fire-extinguishing systems 
for all types of aircraft, as well as a 
wide range of crash tenders, fire-fighting 
vehicles and equipment to meet all 
airfield fire dangers... 
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Please write for full jllustrated 
particulars to Dept. M.T.7. 


THE PYRENE COMPANY LTD  crosvenor GARDENS, LONDON, S.W.1 (victoria 3401) 
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The Editor is prepared to consider con- 
tributions offered for publication in 
MODERN TRANSPORT, but intending con- 
tributors should first study the length 
and style of articles appearing in the 
paper and satisfy themselves that the 
topic with which they propose to deal 
is relevant to editorial requirements. In 
controversial subjects relating to all 
aspects of transport and traffic this 
newspaper offers a platform for inde- 
pendent comment and debate, its object 
being to encourage the provision of all 
forms of transport in the best interests 
of the community. 
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A Look at Coal Distribution 
Methods 


TATUTORY control of house coal supplies 
and prices is going next Monday and with 
it the last remnant of wartime consumer 

rationing. The reaction of the retail distribu- 
tion trade at the close of a 19-year era will be 
awaited with some interest. Will it seize the 
easy way out of its admittedly stringent 
financial situation by simply increasing prices 
to the consumer, or will it strive towards a 
long-term reduction of merchandising costs 
through the adoption of more mechanical 
handling in its efforts to achieve a wider profit 
margin? In all probability we shall see an 
approach on both fronts. The decision to 
deration coal came after publication of the 
report of the Robson committee on coal distri 
bution costs.* This committee, appointed in 
1956, was to ascertain the items of cost which 
made up the difference between pithead prices 
and those paid by the consumer, and to in- 
vestigate distribution costs and profit margins. 


It numbered among its members Mr. 
Christopher T. Brunner and Mr. W. J. P. 
Webber, familiar in the transport sphere. Its 
principal criticisms are directed at _ the 


machinery employed by the Ministry of Power 
for periodical fixing of retail profit margins; 
this tardy process is now swept away along 
with the removal of price controls. The 
report has no criticism of the general level of 
transport costs by rail or road; emphasis is on 
the affairs of the retail distributors. The 
periodical surveys of profit margins have 
operated to prevent their recouping higher 
working costs (principally no doubt in respect 
of labour) and the committee suspects 
strongly, moreover, that retailers who have 
sunk capital into mechanisation schemes or 


who have perhaps invested in bulk road 
delivery vehicles have come off worst 
Rail Hauls the Rule 

AST year about 30 million tons of 


domestic coal was distributed, 23 million 

tons of it being moved to railway-con 
nected depots, about five million tons going 
out by road and two million tons by coastwise 
shipping. Retail distribution is in fact 
traditionally geared to railways; since 1951, 
when standardised qualities of coal were intro 
duced, there has been a system of zone charges 
based primarily on rail freight rates. In the 
recent past a retailer's allowances to cover his 
costs and a fixed profit margin have together 
represented just 20 per cent of the average 
price of coal to the domestic consumer. It is 
this margin which is now freed from control; 
what happens to it will depend in great 
measure on the attitude of the trade towards 
greater efficiency. There is the choice be 
tween stability, represented by passing on 
higher costs and securing a steady profit, or 
competition, arising out of enhanced efficiency 
The committee fears that the easier course 
will prevail. It reserves some of its more 
trenchant observations for mechanical hand 
ling progress—or the lack of it; “general 
methods of distribution do not appear to have 
undergone much change [since 1939] . the 
trade as a whole appears to be adopting 
mechanical handling with some reluctance.’’ 
There has been a substantial reduction in the 
number of businesses engaged, but their trad 
ing is still amazingly disparate. Out of the 
16,700 fewer than 350 handle more than 10,000 
tons of house coal per annum, more than half 
less than 1,000 tons. All of this has been 
done on a standard net profit margin which 
has been raised by a reluctant Ministry of 
Fuel (as it then was) from 1s. per ton in 
1950 to 2s. gd. at the present time. 


Mechanisation of Depots 

N°? one, therefore, should be surprised if the 
trade, with some notable exceptions, 
opts to use its unwonted freedom in the 

direction of higher prices (at least on the better 

grades) rather than in_ streamlining its 

methods. Indeed, there are more excuses for 





* Report of the Committee of Inquiry into Coal Distribution 
Costs in Great Britain. Cmnd. 44 M.S.O., price 58. 6d 
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not mechanising than points in its favour. The 
only good reason which the trade generally can 
see is the solution of the acute labour prob- 
lem, accompanied by an upgrading of some 
jobs. The committee is frankly pessimistic 
about possible gains to the consumer in the 
shape of lower prices. It says that the number 
of depots would need to be reduced by a 
process of concentration and that the resulting 
large depots must be completely mechanised, 
possibly on a shared basis, for a real improve 
ment in efficiency to result. So far there is 
probably insufficient evidence upon which to 
assess the merits of complete (as opposed to 
partial) mechanisation, but it is suggested 
that the Ministry of Power should select likely 
areas for experiments and invite the interested 
bodies in those areas to report on the practic 
ability and potentialities of both concentration 
and mechanisation and the methods which 
might best be used to bring them about 


Disappointing Case Histories 

ID EFORE 1939 there little incentive, 
with an abundant permanent and casual 
labour supply available, for merchants 

to mechanise. Even today, only some 450 

depots out of a total of 5,800 are regarded as 

suitable from the viewpoint of their throughput 


Was 


alone. The National Coal Board considers 
that an annual 75,000 tons is the minimum 
requirement. No rail depot of the type jointly 


used by more than one merchant has so far 
been completely mechanised. The Chamber of 
Coal Traders said there was insufficient experi 
ence in these matters and that the introduction 
of mechanical handling so altered operations 
and the tonnage handled as to prevent true 
comparisons with former years. But one 
company which has been to the forefront of 
development reported disappointingly that at 
three depots additional costs exceeded savings 
per ton, seemingly because 
higher throughput per man is more than 
counterbalanced by his higher wages, in- 
creased loss through breakage into smalls, and 


by more than 2s 


plant maintenance, repair and depreciation 
charges. On the other hand, the N.C.B. sup 
plied information of four depots showing 


savings ranging from 6d. to 1s. od. per ton. 
Rate Rebates Sought After 
hy 


most cases 


at least one other respect the trade is not 
anxious to proceed to examine concentra 
tion of depots, a natural concomitant in 
to mechanisation. This is the 
additional transport costs in respect of the 
greater radius of local distribution involved 
from the centralised depots. It feels from 
experience hitherto that these additional costs 
will not be offset by mechanisation itself and 
they can only be recouped if the savings made 
by British Railways, resulting from its ability 
to run block or part trains of coal to fewer but 
larger depots, were passed on in the form of 
lower charges. The Chamber of Coal Traders, 
whose views are expressed thus, wants con- 
sultations with the railways in particular areas 
where economic concentration and mechanisa 
tion schemes appear feasible. Clearly, these dis 
cussions could provide a prelude to the wider 
approaches which the committee has recom- 
mended. The Chamber feels that the establish 
ment, management and joint operation of a 
fully-mechanised depot should be in the hands 
of the traders, through a group company estab 
lished for the purpose. Each participant would 
retain full independence as a competitive unit. 
One aspect of mechanisation briefly touched 
upon but which may, and ought, to receive 
much more attention is the bulk delivery 
vehicle, which weighs out sacks at the con 
sumer’s door. This cuts out an expensive and 
time-consuming bagging process at the yard 
[Throughout the report it seems to have been 
taken for granted that supplies from pit to 
retailer will continue to go by rail. It should 
be noted that the B.T.C. is opposed, in prin 
ciple, to the admission of roadborne coal to 
depots on its property, even where road trans 
port is cheaper. Moreover, the N.C.B. is 
taking no steps to encourage road movement 
of coal by providing special loading facilities, 
despite which road tonnages are going up— 
33 million tons were hauled from pithead and 
opencast sites in 1957. On a sample 7,000,000 
tons of this, 40 per cent went direct to con 
sumer. The average haulage charge to all 
types of user was gs. gd. per ton. Road trans- 
port still moves little house coal, save in three 
closely defined areas; the railways are there- 
fore likely to retain their traditional rdle. 
Whether they can offer worthwhile rate reduc- 
tions even with block trains while industrial 
fuels slide away to road is another matter. 


_- . 
Forthcoming Events 





July 13.—Omnibus Society (North Western and Yorkshire). 
four by service bus of industrial towns around Manchester 


Meet Chorlton Street Bus Station, Manchester (No. 20 
Stand). 11.15 a.m 
July 19.—-Permanent Way Institution. Visit to H.M. Dockyard, 


Chatham 
Railway and Canal Historical Society. A centenary visit 
to Netherton Tunnel by Lady Hatherton. 12.30 p.m., 
with bus connection from Birmingham. 
Norbury Transport and Model Railway North 
Bank industrial tour. 
July 20.-Omnibus Society. 
various forms of transport 


Club. 


Thames estuary tour, involving 


July 26.—Light Railway Transport League. Paper by R. B. 
lass fhe Wemyss Tramways.’ At Fred Tallant Hall, 
N.W.t. 3 p.m. 


Norbury Transport and Model Railway Club. Tour of 
Millwall Extension Railway. 
uly 27.—Norbury Transport and Model Railway Club. Sheffield 
tram tour. 


August 24.—Omnibus Society (Northern). Visit to Northern 
General Transport Co., Limited. Meet Chester-le-Street 
Depot, Gateshead. 2.15 p.m. 


September 1-7.—Society of British Aircraft Constructors. Flying 


display and exhibition. At Farnborough. (Public days 
September 5, 6 and 7.) 
September 8-12.—Municipal Passenger Transport Association, 


At Blackpool. 
<ommercial Motor Transport Exhibi- 


Annual conference. 
September 26-October 4. 


tion. At Earls Court, 
Sepreaeeer, 28-October 7.—International Railway Congress. At 
adri 
September 29.--Passenger Vehicle Operators Association 


Annual dinner-dance. At Grosvenor House, London. 
October 13-15.—Road Haulage Association. Annual conference 
At Torquay. 
November 5-16.--International Motor Show. At Tarin. 
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The land side of the car ferry terminal 


building at Ferryfield 


\ HILE Silver City Airways is more than 10 
years old, its original operations had no 
particular bearing upon the movement 
of road vehicles by air, however famous as a 
pioneer in that field it has since become. Monday 
of next week, however, will see the t1oth 
anniversary of a flight from Lympne to Le 
Touquet by a Bristol 170 (G-AGVC) which had 
been hired from its manufacturer. The aircraft 
carried a Silver City car normally used by its 
then managing director, Air Commodore G. J. 
Powell, and the purpose of the exercise was to 
determine the practicability of a charter service 
whereby motorists could fly their cars between 
Britain and the Conti- 
nent. The use of the 
word ‘‘charter’’ calls for 
mention since some May 
have forgotten that in 
July, 1948, there was no 
provision for the opera- 
tion of regular services 
by independent opera- 
tors as associates of one 
or another of the three 
(now two) airways cor 
porations. 

Despite a _ relatively 
late start and the some- 
what awkward legal 
conditions of operating, 
sufficient traffic devel- 
oped in the shape of 170 
cars to justify plans for resuming the service 
the following summer and preferably on a 
scheduled basis. This became possible as a 
result of Governmental decision to authcrise 
associate agreements and Silver City was among 
the earliest operators to receive a licence—the 
maximum currency was then a year. Three 
Bristol 170s were chartered from the Bristol 
Aeroplane Co., Limited, and 2,600 cars, 100 
motor cycles and 7,900 passengers were carried 
during the season. For the next two years the 
service was not operated during the winter. 


Considerable Developments 

In 1951 there were considerable developments. 
Fares were cut—there had been a previous reduc- 
tion in 1950—and eight Bristol 170 Mark 21 
machines were in use during the peak period. At 
the end of the vear it was recorded that some 7,500 
cars, 3,240 motor cycles, 1,355 bicycles and 30,137 
passengers had been carried while service was con- 
tinued throughout the winter. This development, 
which was to have an influence on the company’s 


The recent landwards extension of the main terminal building has operations offices on the first floor; c 
the ferry terminal building showing from the left the lounge, the forward passenger waiting-room, both of which have recently 





CARS BY AIR 





Ten Years’ Experience of Silver City 





A GROWING AND EFFICIENT ORGANISATION 


later encouragement of freight movement by air, 
made it possible to carry 2,000 beef cattle across 
the Channel. It was obvious that any major pro- 
gramme of expansion needed a greater degree of 
security than was available on the basis of two-year 
licences and representations were made to that 
effect. In 1951, Silver City was the first indepen 
dent operator to receive a 10-year licence which 
was in respect of its Lympne—Le Touquet service 
Encouraged by this degree of security another 
route from Lympne was opened in 1952 to Ostend, 
while an aircraft was based on Southampton to 
operate thence to Cherbourg. 

As it turned out national finances militated 
against these measures receiving their just reward 
since foreign travel allowance was cut and traffic 
figures. declined in consequence. Undeterred by 
this, orders were. placed by S.C.A. for six of the 
Mark 32 version of the Bristol 170, which with 
lengthened fuselage was to be able to carry three 
cars and 15 passengers. Fares were reduced and 
there was a marked increase in traffic, with more 
than 39,000 vehicles and 96,600 passengers carried 
during the year. This was really something and an 
order was placed for three more Mark 32s for 
delivery for the 1954 season when fares were again 
cut and. a new service opened from Lympne to 
Calais. 


That year saw the purchase of control of Silver 
City by the General Steam Navigation Co., Limited, 
which is of course, itself a subsidiary of the Penin- 
sular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. 
This substantial backing was to be important to 
the company and afforded strong encouragement 
when such major work was in hand as the construc- 
tion of a new airport at Ferryfield on Dungenness, 
near Lydd, primarily for car ferry services. The 
work was necessary because Lympne, which had no 
hard runway, was already saturated by peak period 
traffic, and as an airport it suffered also from days 
of indifferent visibility, when Dungeness was clear. 
Transference from the old airport to the new began 
in July and was completed at the end of the season. 
During the year the number of vehicles carried 
again rose and there was also a marked increase 
in freight traffic. And so the story goes on. The 
following year—1955 
—there was another 
reduction in rates 
and a service was 
opened between 
Southampton and 












Deauville, together with a rather less successful 
experiment in the shape of a Birmingham—Le 
Touquet operation. Vehicles carried rose from 
42,500 to 57,100 and passengers from roughly 
112,000 to 166,219. It ought to be added that 
4.895 short tons of general freight were moved 
while to wind up the year S.C.A. received the 
Cumberbatch Trophy for safe flying. 

There was now a slight lull in traffic develop 
ment, although five more Mark 32s were added to 
the fleet. Cross-Channel traffic declined slightly in 
1956 and the air company shared this slight reces- 
sion, but on the other hand general freight in- 
creased and 14,645 tons were carried. It was felt 
that increases in fares and vehicle rates had had 
something to do with the failure of the traffic to 
continue to grow, and in 1957, although later than 
it could have wished, the company announced 
resumption of its policy of reductions. The effect 
was not very Marked, but it was felt worthwhile 
taking a calculated risk by announcing at an 
early stage further reductions, in some cases really 
substantial, for the 1958 season. The result has 
been that bookings have almost doubled and there 
has been a marked improvement in average flight 
loads so that, if all goes well, more than 60,000 
vehicles will cross the Channel] in Silver City aircraft 
during the present year. This, it may be added, 





The Decca Flight Log is proving most useful in the Silver City aircraft on the cross-Channel services; one of the Douglas Dakotas which are 
used with Bristol 170s on inclusive tour flights and, right, a Hillman Husky entering a Mark 32 Freighter 


will amount to approxmiately 1 in 4 of all cars 
crossing to France. By 11 a.m. next Monday, 
Silver City will have carried 215,000 cars and 
759,000 passengers on 125,000 cross-Channel flights 


Growth in Staff 

One of the remarkable things about 5S.C.A. 
is the spirit which pervades its operations and the 
remarkable degree of flexibility which has been 
retained in an organisation which now has a staff 
of over 1,000. The extent of this expansion per- 
haps comes home to one on learning that there are 
roundly 600 at Ferryfield. The greatest asset a 
transport undertaking can have is a readiness to 
learn, coupled with ability to make use of the 
lessons in practice, amd consequently a tour of 
any of the bases will, if they have not been visited 
for a year or so, be accompanied by comments on 
improvements in pro- 
cedure or structure 
made in the light of 
experience 

It is not, moreover, 
as though there have 











il City H , the headquarters in B ton 
Silver City House new iq mcd . control tower and freight building 





The first car to be flown from Lympne to 
Le Touquet 


not been changes which have called for modification 
of the organisation. Air Kruise, which had been 
operating cross-Channe! passenger services from 
Lympne, was acquired and subsequently built up 
a very considerable traffic in connection with in 
clusive coach tours. A new passenger-handling 
building for these services was opened at Lydd last 
year with the Air Kruise offices above it, but it 
was subsequently decided to merge the company 
in Silver City and this has made possible a re 
organisation of the office accommodation with the 
administrative offices in the erstwhile Air Kruise 
premises and operations able to spread itself a 
little more in the main terminal block. It is also 
the intention in due course to achieve a great 
degree of interchangeability among the traffic staff, 
although it is likely that, 
by reason of the dif 
ference in work, two 
handling units will be 
maintained, the one for 
purely passenger loads 
and the other for the car 
ferry 


The Silver Arrow 

Apart from inclusive 
tours and the carriage of 
passengers unaccom- 
panied by any sort of 
vehicle on its ferry 
flights, Silver City has 
also the Silver Arrow 
service between London 
and Paris. Passengers 
make the English section 
of the journey in East 
Kent coaches, which 
leave Victoria Coach Station. The flight to Le 
Touquet is normally by Bristol 170, and often one of 
the two Mark 32s which have this year been con- 
verted to high-density passenger carriers with room 
for 56, and the next stage is a short coach ride to 
Etaples Station. From there to Paris Nord a 94-seat 
Budd railcar with, as required, an 80-seat trailer 
provides a fast service which takes little over two 
hours for the 140 miles. The single fare between 
the capitals by this route works out at {4 19s. 
and the return at 48 1gs., which is a highly 
competitive rate. Traffic at weekends generally 
requires the use of two aircraft, but midweek it 
thins a little. Our own view is that one cause of 
this, apart from the normal peak problems, is the 
seasonal nature of the operation which allows it 
to be forgotten for several months. 

Behind all this movement of aircraft there lies 
a considerable organisation concerned merely with 
the short-range cross-Channel movements and 
taking no account of the very active northern 
division of Silver City. We have already indicated 
that there are roundly 600 on the staff attached to 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Foreign money 
bought and sold 
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LLOYDS BANK 


has two offices at 


Lydd (Ferryfield) Airport 


which are specially equipped 
to meet the needs of travellers 





Travellers’ cheques 
cashed and issued 
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Now is 
the time to 


GET 
THINGS 
STRAIGHT 


HELMSMAN 


ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF 





and the straight fact is that there’s a Bawn 
tanker tailor-made for every liquid moving 
job. Petrol, chemicals, oil, hot liquids, cold 
liquids—our tankers cope with them all, 
conveying at normal or maintained temperatures 
as required. For years we've taken the worry 
out of the tricky job of 
moving liquids. 

Why not give us a ring? 


& Om LNY LIMITE 


Byron Works, Blackhorse Lane, London, E.17 
Telephone: LARkswood 4411/4 
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T. and G.W.U. Flayed over Meat Strike 


UTSPOKEN condemnation of the role played 
by T. and G.W.U. officers is uppermost in 
the report of the committee of investigation 

into the unofficial strike of Smithfield meat market 
drivers in London. A report of the public hearing 
appeared in our June 28 issue. The report says 
that the strike itself was a “ flagrant violation ’ 
f the constitutional machinery set down in the 
}.1.C. for London Meat Carriers; that attempts by 


non back to work 


officials to get the drivers 


lacked the vigour which should properly have 
wen given to the that tt attitude of thes 
q als t adequately reflect their lis 
r al rs r penaviour or ti 
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Conculdtion 


Hope 


AS we go to press we learn that both sides involved 
y i nf 


he Smithfield meat drivers’ wages dispute 

e asked for a meeting with Ministry of Labour 
onciliation officers to try to find a way towards a 
solution. This was suggested by the T.G.W.U. last 
i ed to fix a date shortly. One object 

| be to consider on what terms of reference the 
mplex dispute could be referred to a third party 
The union claim is for a 15 per cent wage increase 
to compensate drivers for the higher speed limit 
for some types of vehicle. Both sides have ex 


amined carefully the report of the committee of 
investigation into the causes of the recent unofficial 
strike at Smithfield, but no joint discussion of the 
report is likely. On this subject, Mr. F. Eastwood, 
national secretary of the road haulage section of the 
[fransport and General Workers’ Union, said the 


_ i (Co Ww sta ‘ r } 
inion in the course of things would examine what 

id happened to try to avoid any repetition, but 

t with ng in the report particularly in 
mind The lways ready to listen with 


committee’s opinion but felt that 
had to deal with the problems wer 












e best juc f the right and wrong things t 
it any part ar time, even though they might 
ometimes make mistakes He was disturbed at 
the making public in the report of information g 
i private session of the inquiry committe: 
Rejection of Arbitration Deplored 
| ELIBERATI sjection by the trade uni f 








A : 
the well-tried arbitration procedure within 
framework of the National Council for the Omnibus 


Industry was primitive throw-back to 





a sad and 


jungle days in industrial relations, a move quite 
out of keeping with progressive ideas, and com- 
letely inappropriate to the circumstances of the 
be industry. Mr. R. P. Beddow said this at the 
annual general meeting of Ribble Motor Services 
Limited, in Preston last The only logical 
explanation of the unions’ policy throughout the 
subsequent wage dispute and strike appeared to 
jetermination not to accept the award of an 
irbitration tribunal unless that award suited them 
irely a most regrettable and reactionary policy 
f ld be itteriy sd (Dy 


Mr. Beddow 


week. 
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Milk Drivers Get Handbook 
KY! KRY member { the transport staff tl 
“ Express Dairy ¢ Lon er has 
f t ( ay «6for f Dy 
il ig ma : 
a 





absolute discharge on payment of gs. 6d. costs 
The man was ed to have told a bus inspector 
that he had thrown his ticket on the floor, remark- 
ing, “I have paid for my ticket. That should be 
enough.”’ The magistrate said that although they 
were granting a discharge, the transport depart 
ment had been justified in bringing the case. 


Sales of L.T. Rover Tickets 


[% the first 18 weeks of this year, ie. up to the 
commencement of the bus strike on May 5 
London Transport sold 53,000 Green Rover 5s 


tickets on its Country buses and 55,000 Red Rover 
ss. tickets for travel on Central buses and 


trolleybuses 


Hesketh Injunction Fails 
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A Guy Warrior with Meadows 6DC500 diesel engine used by Lansi-Linjat OY, of Finland, on 
an 18-mile route from Tampere; right, Neath and Cardiff Luxury Coaches, Limited, now has 
three A.E.C. Reliance coaches with Weymann Fanfare bodies 


depot. A copy will be sent to any interested fleet 
transport operator—he should write to the public 
relations officer at Tavistock Place, W.C.1. 


Corona Drinks Fleet in the News 
NEARLY 800 deli 


one million houses 


1 


very vehicles calling on about 
weekly, in addition to some 


retail outlets are involved in a takeover 





10,000 


ffer by the Beecham group for the soft drinks busi 
ness of Thomas and Evans, Limited, Porth, Glam, 
manufacturer of Corona products. Corona drinks 


are delivered from 53 factories and 57 distribution 


centres. The company also owns 90 grocery shops 
ncluding five self-service stores. The board has 
not yet expressed any opinion of the Beecham offer 


Ticket Not Retained for Inspection 
(THERE is no obligation on any bus operating 

staff to try to find a ticket discarded by a 
passenger, it was stated at West Hartlepool (Co 
Durham court on Monday when a 
passenger was summoned for failing to pay his fare 
ma public vehicle He given an 


magistrates 


service 


was 


Goddard said he could find no ground for inter 
fering with its decision as it had acted in a judicial 
manner. Mr. Justice Slade and Mr. Justice Devlin 
concurred, 

The company also sought a motion requiring the 
Tribunal to hear the appeal according to law and 
this too was refused. For Hesketh, Mr. H. Brown, 
Q.C., had submitted that the Tribunal ignored the 
question of need, upon which the renewal applica 
tion had been dismissed by the licensing authority, 
and instead rejected the appeal on an objection put 
forward by the B.T.<( This was on information 
as to breaches of normal user by the applicant. Mr 
Brown claimed that it was outside the jurisdiction 
yf the Tribunal to entertain this objection 


Manchester Goes into the Red 
Bes revenue during the 1957-58 year was 

stationary, the annual report of Manchester 
Corporation Transport Department shows; trolley 
bus revenue declined slightly. Total bus revenue 
was £5,810,378 (£5,793.407) and there was an 
operating deficit of £61,387 (£130,715); the trolley 
bus revenue was £658,265 (£671,938) and there was 
i surplus of {12,370. The parcels department 
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returned a surplus of £5,652, reducing the total 
operating deficit to £43,365 (surplus £186,182). After 
meeting appropriations the total deficit charged 
to general reserve was £83,710; last year the reserve 
benefited to the extent of £86,208. 


Liverpool Traffic Increases 

'‘RAFFIC on Liverpool Corporation Passenger 

Traffic Department buses is still increasing, 
due to additional services to new housing estates, 
und also to the discontinuance of the Liverpool 
Overhead Railway. but there is, like most experi 
ence elsewhere, a decline in relation to mileage 
operated, says the 1957-58 annual report. Passen 
was {6,461,025, a record, but to earn 


ger revenue 


the {£695,376 increase over the previous year 

154,710 more miles were run. The net surplus for 

\ is / ; {16,902), after absorbing an 
rating deficit ff {119,424 On the last tram 


rawn luring the yea! 


Labour Relations in Birmingham 











1)! RING a debate on the report of the pecia 
sub-committes Birmit m Cit [rans 
+ ' i i y ri ( | r | I 
\ . } ‘ ‘ ‘ 
t I Va Making 
ff t effort satisfy tomers r lead 
B ts mp Ss t of restrictive practices 
( I Ir. G. John complained about the speed 
f the Outer Cire route, with buses travelling so 
slow that the engines almost stalled in top 
gear He hoped some arrangements could be 
made with the men’s representatives to speed them 
Responding t the debat Alderman L 
Chaffey, chairman of the Transport Committers 
said they negotiate with the committe 
pres the workers’ side to see if they ild 
Spe | (out Circle 
Municipal Results 
West Bromwich.—-There was a net surplus of £1 despite 
onsiderably increased working expenses. Passengers increased 
number 
Maidstone.-—Trolleybuses showed a surplus of £18,332 (£24,570 
nd buses a surplus of £4,206 (42,601 After provisions the net 
surplus on the undertaking was 438 
Brighton.—There was a deficit on the Corporation buses and 
trolleybuses of £5,301, despite a eneral fares increase in 
November last. his produced {1,242 additional revenue 


making the total £325,893 


Wolverhampton.—Gross surplus was {£165,121 (£128,382), net 
surplus £36,709 (3,717). Reserve now stands at £148,023. There 
were two general fare increases during year. Mileage operated 
by buses and trolleybuses together was virtually unchanged 


Leicester.—-For the first time in its history the city transport 





undertaking is free of debt; {£10,767 is to be taken from last 
ears surplus of {72,905 to secure this happy position. The 
balance goes to reserve. Passenger arried fell by nearly f 
illion to go million, prot e t ures resistance 
Bus and Coach Developments 
W. G Anderton Andy Coaches) seeks express service 
licensed to Superb Coaches (Birmingham), Limited 





A. Mayne and Son, Limited, Clayton ; 
the excursions and tours from Audenshaw of A. Le 

Evan's Coaches, Limited, New Tredegar, seeks the licence f 
C. E, Lane 

W. G. Richards and Sons, Moylegrove, near Cardigan, applic 


of Owen Williams and Sons 


Birmingham and Midland Motor Omnibus Co., Limited, applies 
for a comprehensive revision of its routes between Leamington 
nd Warwick 

Hants and 


for the licences 


Dorset Motor Services, Limited 
bus service between Sc ithampton and Warsash 
Thornhill! Park Estate 
most journeys on 


Warsash. 


proposes a new 

Fleet End) via 
Swanwick and Warsash. It would replace 
Service 78 operating between Woolston and 





FARE COLLECTION 


SYSTE MS Speed, ease, accuracy — these are the qualities 
everywhere associated with 
BELL PUNCH machines, four of which are shown here. 
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BELL PUNCH EXPORT CO. LTD., 39 ST. JAMES’S STREET, LONDON, S$.W.! 


THE SOLOMATIC 


For one-man bus operation 


Pre-printed coloured 
tickets from driver to 
passenger in a second — 

automatic overprint 
of stage, date, etc. 


Pe io ae : ‘ 
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If you would like full information about these or about the many other products 
in the BELL PUNCH range, let us put you in touch with the BELL PUNCH 
distributor in your part of the world. He will gladly advise you on the BELL 


; PUNCH method best suited to your needs. 


os 


automatic dating. 


THE ULTIMATIC 


For railways 


Speedy issue of 
pre-printed coloured 
tickets with 





_ for clean, 


|THE BELLMATIC 


Handy container units 
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CHICAGO SUBWAY EXTENDED 





In Conjunction with Expressway Road 





INAUGURATION OF ACCELERATED SERVICES 


A‘ already recorded in MopERN TRANSPORT, the 
Chicago Transit Authority recently extended 
the Logan Square—Congress subway service 
over the Garfield Park (now Congress) and Douglas 
elevated routes which ran westward from the Loop; 
the Douglas branch now leaves the other line 
at Loomis Street close to Racine Station. The 
Logan Square line is known as the Milwaukee 
Congress. Apart from the removal of the Garfield 
Park and Douglas trains from the elevated tracks 


#SERAPID Va 3 
TRANSIT wry 


improve connections with local bus services. They 
serve as exits at all times and as entrances when 
required during peak hours ant at night and on 
Sundays and holidays when fares are collected on 
the trains. The accompanying diagram shows the 
staggered stop system which operates from 6 a.m. 
to ro p.m. on Mondays to Fridays and from 7 a.m 
to 6 p.m, on Saturdays. By this the A trains 
(Logan Square—Des Plaines Avenue) do not call 
it Western and Grand between Logan Square and 





Station buildings on the new subway route are to a standard design and these views of 
California Station shows the appearance of the buildings on a street viaduct crossing the 
expressway and rapid transit line; right, the ramp leading from the entrance to the platform 


and the consequent reduction in peak hour traffic 
pressure on the Loop, the newly opened line is of 
particular interest in that the extension of the sub- 
way has been linked with that of the West Side 
expressway and the Garfield Park tracks have been 
relocated in the centre of the new dual-carriageway 
road which takes four traffic lanes in each direction. 
This is not yet complete and from Cicero to the 
western terminus at Des Plaines Avenue, Forest 
Park, the trains will continue to use temporary 
tracks at ground level which involve a series of 
grade crossings of existing thoroughfares. 
Construction of the first two Chicago subways, 
the north-south State Street line and the Milwaukee 


the Loop, while the B trains (Logan Square 
Douglas) omit the stops at California and Chicago. 
On the common section the peak-hour frequency 
is 3 min., that between the peaks 3} min., the 
evening service 4} min, and the night service every 
15 min. The frequency is halved on the western 
forks of the line. 

Initially there has been a saving of 9 to 10 min., 
or 30 per cent, in the journey time from Des 
Plaines Avenue to the Loop as compared with the 
previous service. It is expected that the comple- 
tion of the automatic signalling equipment and the 
transference of the line to its permanent track at 
the outer end of the route will bring about a further 


—Congress line, ” saving. Passen- 
cost $75 million a é > gers transferring 
with the city of WEST-NORTHWEST ROUTE oT 3 £ to the State 


Chicago provid- 
ing the greater 
part of this from 
the city traction 
fund. This was 
derived from 
franchise pay- 
ments from the 
privately-owned 
transit com- 
panies which 
were later taken 
over and merged 
in the Chicago 
Transit Author- 
ity. The contri- 
bution from the 
United States 
Government to the construction of these two sub 
ways was made through the then Public Works 
Administration and totalled nearly $26 million. The 





D STATIONS SERVED BY BOTH AEB 
TRAINS 





CONGRESS BRANCH 


DOUGLAS 
BRANCH 


new West Side subway and its connection with the 
Milwaukee—Congress subway has been financed by 


the city of Chicago. Roughly $2 million was 
obtained by the sale of revenue bonds met by the 
subway rental paid by the C.T.A., while $25 million 
came from a general obligation bond issue. The 


transit undertaking will, however, as in the case 
of the previous subways, repay the city for the 
cost of fixed equipment—a figure in this case of 
Sf 2,300,000 


Possible Precedent 
Federal funds have matched local authority 
expenditure for the highway work and this has 
led to the hope that comparable grants will be 
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Diagram showing the new subway extension and the stations 
served by alternate trains 


Street subway 
line—there are 
underground 
oe passages linking 
- the stations at 
a Washington and 
te Jackson—do not 
need a transfer 
state st. susway Slip. Those 
tf transferring 
from the new 
line to the Lake, 
Ravenswood 
and Evanston 
elevated lines 
may obtain a 
slip at the Clark 
Street exit of 
Lake Transfer Station and present it at the Clark 
and Lake elevated or L station. The reverse pro- 
cess is for passengers from the L lines to obtain 
the slip at State-Dearborn and Van Buren and to 
present it when entering the subway station on 
Dearborn Street between Jackson and Van Buren 
>treets. 









Level Crossings Eliminated 

When the work is completed 27 street crossings 
will have been eliminated and already 17 of these 
have gone with the opening of the new service— 
disappearance of the remainder awaits the comple- 
tion of the permanent way between Cicero and 
and Des Plaines Avenue. Since September, 1953, 
the Garfield Park trains had been using Van 
Buren Street between Racine and California 
avenues since the original line impeded construction 





This view of the express highway shows the tracks for the new line installed between the 
carriageways and on the right the Garfield Park elevated service on its temporary location 


available for other expressway schemes. Two of 
these envisage reserved track railways and the other 
traffic lanes reserved for buses. The city of Chicago 
has been responsible for the project between the 
west bank of the Chicago River and Laramie 
Avenue, part of the expressway in that area and 
for the new terminal facilities and sidings at Forest 
Park. The latter replace those at Laramie Avenue. 
The section from Laramie Avenue to Forest Park 
is being constructed by the State of Illinois and 
Cook County using highway funds, because road 
construction in that area is their joint responsibility 
and involves relocation of the Garfield Park tracks 
and structures. 

On the new section served by subway trains there 
are 14 stations at average intervals of .7 mile. At 
eight of the stations entrances and exits additional 
to the main ones have been, or will be, provided to 


of the new expressway and this temporary track 
is being removed as rapidly as possible. So 
also is the first half-mile of the elevated structure 
in the neighbourhood of Halsted and Congress. 

Rolling stock for the new extension consists of 
all-metal Series 6000 cars utilising equipment from 
P.C.C. trams which have already been illustrated 
in Mopern Transport. These will maintain the 
entire A service but, as an interim measure, some 
of the older Series 4000 all-steel cars will be used 
in peak hours on the B service. The latter will be 
replaced when 100 cars now on order have been 
delivered by early next year. It may thus be that 
some of the 45 trams w ich were withdrawn from 
the last remaining Chicago tram route—that on 
Wentworth Avenue—on the same day (June 22) 
that the subway extension started will contribute 
to the new development in Chicago rapid transit. 








The considerable savings and increased comfort of modern high 
speed diesel railcars are now being enjoyed by many people all over 
the world. 

In Britain, over 98%, of the British Railways lightweight multiple-unit 
stock incorporates B.U.T. power units, which are also used in 
Northern Ireland, Eire, Holland, Portugal and by British Overseas 
carriage builders supplying railways in Australia, India, Rhodesia, 
Nigeria, Norway, Egypt and South America. 


BRITISH UNITED: TRACTION LIMITED 
96 Piccadilly, London, W.!. Telephone: GROsvenor 7/21 


Suppliers of Diesel Train Units 
from the combined resources of 
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The illustrations show a train on the Northern 
Line at Hendon and the 4,000 kW substation 
at Bond Street (Central Line) equipped exclusively 
with Hewittic Rectifiers. The plant comprises four 
1,000 kW combined rectifier and transformer 
units, the transformers being totally enclosed 
air-cooled. 

This Company is also responsible for the supply 
and installation of all A.C. and D.C. control gear 
at this substation. 

Some 90,000 kW of Hewittic Rectifiers have 
been supplied to the London Transport Executive. 


OVER 
IN WORLD WIDE SERVICE 


HEWITTIC RECTIFIERS—PUMPLESS—AIR COOLED—UP TO ANY CAPACITY 


14 MILLION kW 


AND HEWITTIG ELECTRIC CO LIMITED 


SURREY 


HACKBRIDGE 
WALTON-ON-THAMES 


ENGLAND 


. 





Overseas popmemiatees : ARGENTINA: H. 
Hewittic Electric Co., ., 171 Fitzroy Street, Ss Kilda, Victoria; ee 4 
Co., Ltd.; South “Rita: Parsons Robertson, * Tasmania: H. 
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Dowty Hydraulic Buffers 
provide benefits of greater 
freight and wagon 


protection which effect new 


economies in railway 
freight transportation. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 





Effectiveness of Horse Power 





The Editor is always glad to receive letters from 
readers on subjects germane to the transport industry, 
but these should be written as concisely as possible. 
The opinions expressed therein must not, however, 
be regarded as having editorial endorsement. 
Where correspondents desire to use a nom-de-plume it is 
essential that the Editor should be informed of the name 
and full address of the writer as indication of good faith. 


IR,—Included in the second part of the article 
entitled “Two Centuries at Middleton,”’ in 
your issue for June 14, there is an interesting 

little table from which I have deduced that, based 
on working costs, one man was evidently con 
sidered to be roughly equivalent to one horse, way 
back in 1810. 

Having watched, from my office window, the 
antics of a gang of eight men who took 11 days 
to finish (none too well, either!) one small job, 
I had formed the conclusion that one horse 
unaided, was more effective than eight men, 
unsupervised. 

Could we, between us, have struck on a truth 
which might go some way to explain the economic 
predicament of this dear old country of ours?— 
Yours faithfully, 

W. A. PARKER 
1pricot Hall, 

Sutton-cum-Beckingham, Lincoln 


Diesel Exhaust 
IR,—There has been considerable public dis- 
cussion following the Duke of Edinburgh's 
suggestion that vehicle exhaust pipes should 
have their outlet at a higher level. 

The controversy is to some extent academic, 
because if the injectors and pumps of diesel engines 
were working efficiently there would be no smoke 
emitted. 

Thus the campaign to be waged should not be 
against diesel engines, which are extremely econo- 
mical in operation, but in favour of more frequent 
and thorough servicing.—Yours faithfully, 

¢. H. Rosinson, 
Director, Leslie Hartridge, Limited 
Buckingham. 


Fairlie Locomotives 

IR,—In your June 28 review of the book 

A Pictorial History of the Festiniog Railway, 

it was stated that the two Fairlie locomotives 

on this railway are the only ones still in existence. 

This is not quite correct, as the double Fairlie 

locomotive Josephine which formerly ran on the 

New Zealand Government Railways has been pre- 

served and is displayed near the Dunedin railway 
station. 

It was reported early this year that a single 
Fairlie, formerly N.Z.R. No. 28 of Class R, and 
until quite recently still active in industrial ser- 
vice, was lying intact near Reepton, in the South 
Island. 

According to the January-February issue of the 
N.Z.R. Staff Bulletin two other new Zealand 


double Fairlies, the class B locomotives Snake and 
Lady Mordaunt, built by the Avonside Engine 
Company in 1874, are believed to be the first 
locomotives constructed in Great Britain with 
Walschaerts valve gear. The motion of Snake 
survived the locomotive as part of a steam crane 
and has recently been given to the South Kensing- 
ton Science Museum by the New Zealand Railways. 
—Yours faithfully, 
J. W. SUTHERLAND, 
3; Heathfield Road, 
Stock port, Cheshire 


piainibigsidee st 
HIGH-SPEED HIGH-STRENGTH 
FASTENINGS 


Avdel Lockbolts 


a fay being manufactured in this country by 
Aviation Developments, Limited, Kings- 
bourne House, 229-231 High Holborn, 
London, W.C.1, under American licence is the 
Avdel Lockbolt, a high-speed high-strength system 
of fastening widely used in many industries in the 
United States of America Designed to replace 
conventional fasteners, such as nuts and bolts and 
rivets, in the fabrication of metal structures and 
claimed to have much faster fitting speeds, the 
Lockbolt assembly consists of a headed bolt with 
a series of annular locking, breaking and pulling 
grooves and a locking collar. Lockbolts are set 
automatically by using a portable pneumatic 
pullgun. 

In operation, the Lockbolt is inserted into a 
prepared hole and the locking collar placed over 
the protruding bolt tail. The pullgun is then 
applied, the jaws in its nose automatically gripping 
the pulling grooves on the bolt tail. When the gun 
trigger is actuated, an axial pull is exerted on the 
bolt and the reaction to this pull is taken against 
the locking collar by a swaging anvil of the gun 
so that the work is clenched tightly together. As 
the pull on the bolt continues the anvil of the gun 
is drawn over the collar, swaging and locking it 
into the locking grooves of the Lockbolt to form 
a rigid permanent lock. The pull continues, to 
break off the bolt tail at the breaking groove so 
that the Lockbolt is positively set at a predeter- 
mined tension, The gun then automatically dis 
engages itself from the swaged collar, 


Placing Sequence 

The placing sequence of the Lockbolts is con 
tinuous, automatic and rapid and an _ unskilled 
operator is said to be able to set up to 30 bolts 
per min. at a uniform tension and finish. Fitted 
Lockbolts are claimed to have a high resistance 
to fatigue and vibration in addition to high shear 
and tension strengths. Initially, the British manu- 
facturer is producing commercial-type Lockbolts of 
fs in. and } in. diameter in steel and high-strength 
aluminium alloy. Later, larger sizes will be 
produced. 








B.R.S. (Pickfords) maximum 
capacity 8-wheeler for liquids in 
bulk. Within their diverse fleet 
B.R.S. have a full range of tank 
vehicles suitable for a wide 
variety of liquids in quantities 
from 600 to 4,000 gallons—just 
one of the many and varied 
services British Road Services 
render to Trade and Industry. 








Don’t let your 
efficiency slip-B.R:S. 
will have the answer 


Circumstances may be against you. But British Road Services are on 
your side — always. A telephone call to your local B.R.S. depot 
quickly brings you a helping hand from a nationwide organisation 
with a willing and experienced staff and a vast fleet of vehicles of 
all kinds, regularly maintained, and ready to tackle any job, at 
any time. Modern methods and equipment ensure careful attention 
to every load, and the B.R.S. teleprinter network provides the 


means for rapid transmission of your special instructions. 


; 
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If you find transport something of a problem... 


British Road Services 


— the best link between dispatch and delivery 
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ROAD VEHICLE INDUSTRY 





Plastics Tipper by Holmes 





TRUCTURAL plastics have now emerged as 
an established material of construction for 
road vehicle coachwork but so far, despite 

the acknowledged advantages of strength with 
lightness, durability and corrosion resistance, few 
complete plastics commercial vehicle bodies have 
appeared. Now, Holmes (Preston), Limited, has 
introduced a large-capacity tipping body con 
structed entirely of glass fibre-reinforced plastics 
which offers the usual advantages as well as great 
flexibility of production and application. It can 


be produced in a wide range of sizes and in various 
depths to suit individual requirements and, due to 
its double-skin design, 
necessary 


conveniently be in 
and Harvey 


can 


sulated when Fothergill 


A ly glas, dastic cab 


and ho 
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Tyglas plastics tipping body and cab by 
Holmes (Preston), Limited, on E.R.F. chassis 


[yglas materials have been employed and _ the 
inner and outer mouldings bonded together are 
carried on Homalloy light-alloy extruded sections 
The top-hinged taildoor is also of plastics, fitted 
in a Homalloy frame. The body illustrated has a 
capacity of 12} cu. yd. and internal dimensions 
of 12 ft. 6 in. by 7 ft. 2 in. and depth of 4 ft. 
It weighs only 9 cwt. and can be fitted to any 
type of tipper chassis. The high exterior finish 
and clean angle-free interior will be noted. 


Progrega Anti-Friction Process Deal 
ACKED by six of Germany’s big engineering 
concerns, three new companys are to be 
formed to exploit the Progrega anti-friction 
process respectively in Germany, Europe (except 





A general view of the exhibits at the recent Austin com- 
mercial vehicle exhibition at Longbridge 


Britain) and the world Progrega, Limited, 
Dundee, will retain the British rights in the 
process (originally named Promac and reported in 
our issue for July 13, 1957) and will have a 50 per 
cent interest in the world-rights company. 


Commercial Motor Show 
FFICIAL opening of the 1958 Commercial 
Motor Show (Earls Court, September 26— 
October 4) will be performed by Mr. Harold 
Watkinson, Minister of Transport and Civil 
Aviation, at noon on Friday, September 26. 


Shutter Door Catalogue 
YARIOUS types of sliding and roller shutter 
doors and collapsible gates designed for 
garages and other industrial buildings, as 
well as tracks, locks and latches are described and 
illustrated in a new brochure published by G. 
Brady and Co., Limited, Manchester, 4. 


New Leyland South African Agency 

ORE extensive sales and service facilities for 
M Leyland, Albion and Scammell vehicles 
over a very large area of South Africa will 

result from an agreement concluded between 
Leyland Albion (Africa), Limited, and Rauhs 
Diesel Service (Pty.), Limited, Upington. The 
new agency, which is said to have the best- 
equipped workshops in the area, will serve the 
extensive Gordonia, Kenhardt and Prieska terri- 


tories 


Another B.M.C. Mobile Diesel School 
OLLOWING the success of its mobile service 
school which recently undertook an initial 
3.500-mile tour of South Africa, the British 
Motor Corporation is equipping a second vehicle 
as a diesel school, The van will carry certain 
selected fuel-injection servicing equipment manu- 
factured by Leslie Hartridge, Limited, and will 
operate throughout the British Isles and instruct 
mechanics in all branches of diesel vehicle repair 
and maintenance. 


New Beclawat Catalogue 


ANDSOMELY restyled in new covers and 
binding, a new trade catalogue of Beclawat 
road transport windows and other equip- 

ment is now available to interested persons from 
Beckett, Laycock and Watkinson, Limited, Acton 


Lane, London, N.W.10. Reference to the differ- 
ent products, which include fixed, sliding and 
hinged windows, sliding doors and gear, balances, 
louvres and door handles is facilitated by thumb 
indexing and all future sheets issued will be 
punched for insertion in the appropriate sections. 
Identical-style catalogues dealing with specifi 
products for railway and marine applications are 
also available 


Increased Kenex Production 


J Rage than double the present output will be 
possible when a new factory now being 

built for Kenex, Limited, is brought into 
production, probably next month The new 
factory covers a ground area of about 
sq ft. on a site extending to several acres on the 
outskirts of Dover. It will be recalled that Kenex 
recently introduced the Kenecoach, a_ 12-seat 
conversion of B.M.C. or Ford Thames 12- and 
15-cwt. vans conforming to the amended p.s.v. 
requirements (described in MopERN TRANSPORT 
for May 10). 


Vauxhall Motors Record Month 


ESPITE the recent dock strike, Vauxhall 
Motors, Limited, shipped more vehicles 
abroad in June than ever before in a single 

month. The new record figure of 10,914 vehicles 
exported compares with a previous best of 10,666 
last January. Production was also at the new 
high level of 18,394——-almost a thousand more 
than in any previous month—of which 5,294 were 
Bedford vans and lorries. The Bedford is now 
the best-selling commercial vehicle in Australia, 
which was second in importance to the United 
States among the 100 countries to which Vauxhall 
Motors exported in June. 


35,000 


Silicone Waterproofing Compound 


ANY useful applications on transport vehicles 
for MSq silicone compound are described in 
a leaflet now available from Holiday and 
Hemmerdinger, Limited, 71 Ardwick Green North, 
Manchester, 12, distributor for the product in 
North-West England and North Wales. MSq is a 
smooth silicone grease with good electrical insula- 
ting and waterproofing properties stable from 
minus 50 to plus 200 deg. C. Its particular uses 
in transport include the treatment of ignition and 
electrical systems to prevent leakage due to damp- 
ness, lubrication of cables for assembly in harness 
or conduit and on machined surfaces and gaskets 
to prevent corrosion and sticking. 


Mixture Distribution Modifier 


No available from Motortune, Limited, Jay 
Mews, ,London, S.W.7, for most petrol- 

engined commercial vehicles is the G.M. 
Manifold Modifier, a device designed to improve 
performance and petrol economy that has been 


extensively fitted to car and 
motorcycle engines during the 
past four years. The G.M. 


Modifier, which is manufactured 
by the G.M. Carburettor Co., 
Limited, Knutsford, to the 
design of Mr. G. A. Mangoletsi, 
in a flanged venturi fitted be 
tween the carburetter and the 
induction manifold. Its object 
is to pick up and redirect in 
atomised form into the middle 
of the mixture stream passing 
into the manifold the liquid 
fuel that has condensed on the 
walls of the carburetter body 
after passing the throttle valve 
Recondensation on the manifold 
walls is largely obviated by a 
small air bleed admitted on the 
engine side of the modifier. The 


device costs up to about 30s 
and is supplied under uncon 
ditional guarantee of satisfaction. Descriptive 
literature is available from Motortune, Limited. 


Deans Bus Doors Policy Change 

FFECTIVE on July 1, a policy change by 
Deans and Son (Yorkshire), Limited, trans- 
ferred the sales of bus doors to the com- 


pany’s associate Redro, Limited, Grovehill, 





A picture taken during our recent road test 
of the new Dodge six-tonner showing the 


well-positioned cab steps and handgrips 
Beverley, Yorks. The change has been necessi- 
tated on purely domestic grounds and there is no 
change otherwise, all staff concerned with the 
development, production, sales and servicing of 
bus doors having been transferred from the Deans 
to the Redro payroll. The only effective change 
therefore is that all new business will be conducted 
and any business in hand at July 1 completed 
under the name of Redro, Customers with out- 
standing business on July 1 will have been notified 
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BARIMAR’S 
“Crowning” Achievement 


Repairing the Broken Head of a 900-ton Press 


There is something more to the 
repairing of broken machinery than 
the actual welding of the 
damaged parts. Not only 
must the welding be first 
class; but the repair must be 
completed in such a 
way that the original 
strength of the member 
is fully and 
increased if 
That is a cardinal prin 
cipal of the Barimar Service 






What a test for 
BARIMAR 
Scientific Welding 
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BROKEN CROWN OF GIANT 
PRESS that carried a load of g00-tons 









is the crown of a goo-ton press. It came to Barimar broken in half, one large bearing 
A key machine, it had been subjected to tremendous strain 
L xo that the crown had to be repaired by 
the Barimar Experts in such a way, that 
its strength was above all question. The 
big housings were restored to perfect 
alignment, otherwise the enormous lead 
would not have been evenly distributed 
when the Press was in action again. Working day 
and night Barimar completed the repair within a 
few days, for the breakdown had brought a vital 
department to a standstill. The crown was stronger 
than ever, and the repair was returned to the 
owners, tagged with the famous Barimar Money Back 
- hallmark of first-rate workmanship 


Here, for example 
housing having been severed from the mdin body 


Guarantee 














900-TON 
PRESS 
CROWN 
after repair by Barimar. The Crown ts as slrong as 
ever. The repair was completed in less than a week, 
covered by the Barimar Money-back Guarantee and 
was worth thousands of pounds to the owners. 


ALL BROKEN PARTS which are transportable must be sent 
CARRIAGE PAID or delivered to the nearest Barimar Branch 
Please remove all fittings and post letter advising dispatch 


Rr LTD. re 


Barimar House, 22-24 Peterborough Road, 
FULHAM, LONDON, S.W.6 
Telephones: RENown 2147-2148, Night 2148 
Telegrams: “Bariquamar, Walgreen, London” 
BARIMAR BRANCH ADDRESSES 


BIRMINGHAM, 12: 116-117 Charles Henry Street. 
Telephone. Midland 2696 
MANCHESTER, 13: 


67 Brunswick Street, Ardwick. — stri 
Telephone: Ardwick 2738 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE: 64-66 The Close. 
Telephone: 21055 


















MOTOR 
TRANSPORT REPAIRS 


Most Breakages to Mot P, 
be Repaired by ines mae 
Saving on the cost of New Ponts. 


CYLINDE 


chipped, warped or da aged 
broken rocker standards, defective cam- 
holes. stripped pinings, ge™*cked stud 
ALUMINT Oa Plug threads. IRON OR 
serosa Fimctures caused by broken 
broken-off bearer arm, oe ——y 


concied oe housings, broken bearing 
da flywheel housings, gtri Red drai 

lug threads. ‘j POR 
greets TRON, ALUMI TUM OR 
CRANKSHAFTS; Broken across web or 
cracked, scored, threads 
ssiene & tapers worn, 

gearbox and axle allan et 


teeth, worn spli 
shafts, cracked different 





@ear 
fractured 
casings. 






GLASGOW, C.2: 134 West George Lane 
Telephone: Central 4700 














———= BARIMAR—The World’s Scientific Welding Engineers 











of the change. 


They build durability 





at Fort Dunlop 
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“ 
ROADTRAK & 
MAJOR a 
Deep, self-clearing a 
shoulder bars for posi- aay 
tive grip on loose, earthy sowed 
ground and deep ribbed “ 
centre tread for maxi- — 

mum mileage on the road ar 

ensure top performance 4 

for on-and-off the road 









service. 









with Science, 
Accuracy 
and Experience 


Even though thousands of tyres are made 
at Fort Dunlop every day, they are not mass 
produced. Every Dunlop tyre is individually 
built. It is the work of experts—working as 

a team and supported by the most modern 

machinery, materials and methods. Every Dunlop 
tyre is built to give you a high standard of perform- 
ance in terms of mileage, safety and comfort, in fact, 
complete confidence to meet every driving condition. 


built better 
to last longer ! 
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ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 
for ROAD AND RAIL 


Over 3,000 trolleybus 
electrical equipments have 
been supplied by Metro- 
politan-Vickers — the photo- 
graph shows one of the 
new fleet of Ashton-under- 
Lyne trolleybuses fitted 
with Metrovick equipment 





ae 





Railway installations 
have been supplied 
for all parts of the 
world—the illustration 
shows one of 40 
straight electric loco- 
motives supplied to 
the New South Wales 
Government Railways. 





METROPOLITAN -VICKERS 


RO PARK uM 





An A.E.I. Company 
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NEWS FROM ALL QUARTERS 





New Cross Gate—Marlow Excursion Train 
A ramblers excursion train has been arranged 
from New Cross Gate to Marlow for Sunday, 
August 3, via Aldgate East, Moorgate (Met.) and 
Kings Cross (Met.) thence via Maidenhead, return- 
ing via High Wycombe. The organiser is Mr. G. R. 
Lockie, 36 Harold Road, London, S.E.19, the 
throughout fare 8s. 6d. return, with certain inter- 
mediate fares. 
<—=o><— 
Arrival Still More Assured in Scotland 
Following on the success of the assured arrival 
service introduced in April from Glasgow to Aber 
deen and Dundee, the Scottish Region of British 
Railways has decided to extend this facility to 
Elgin and Inverness. This will bring to the North 
of Scotland two additional express freight services 
within the past few weeks. Nearly 35,000 consign 
ments have been carried successfully on the assured 
arrival service since its inauguration. 
<x @ xx 
First Parking Meter Scheme Starting 
The Mayfair parking meter experiment com 
menced this Thursday, July 10. Between the hours 
of 8.30 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. from Monday to Friday 
motorists will be entitled to park only at a parking 
meter and upon payment of a fee. Elsewhere in 
the zone parking will generally be prohibited 
Lorries and vans will still be free to load and un- 
load (gaps are left between groups of meters for 
this purpose) but not at specified street junctions 
which will be marked by yellow lines. On Satur- 
days motorists may park only at parking meters 
but they can do so free of charge. 
<—< Ox 
E.A.R. Development Programme 1958-60 
Having regard to the limited availability of 
capital funds and the fact that in general the 
present capacity of East African Railways and 
Harbours services is more than sufficient to meet 
current traffic demands, it is now considered that 
the use of capital funds should be reserved for 
works which would produce economies in working 
and would safeguard the net revenue position in 
future years. Works required to replace and 
improve existing equipment or facilities in order 
to provide for the future or for social services such 
as housing or clubs designed to ensure a contented 
staff would also be favoured. 
<= Oo 


Europort Project Commenced 

Speaking on the occasion of the inauguration by 
the Netherlands Prime Minister, Dr. Drees, of the 
first stage of the Europort project, the director of 
the Rotterdam Municipal Port Authority, Mr. 
N. T. Koomans, pointed out that postwar indus- 
trialisation in Western Europe had resulted in an 
increasing use of steel and of industrial power, 
which had in its turn led to greater imports of ore, 
oil and American coal. The use of large ships cut 
transport costs considerably, and it was in realisa 
tion of this fact that the great expenditure 
involved in the Europort project had been decided 
upon. The new harbour would be accessible to 
ships with a deadweight of up to 70,000 tons and 
a draught of 42 to 43 ft. by 1961. Four years 
later ships of 80,000 and even 100,000 tons with 
a draught up to 48 ft. would be able to use it. 


Leningrad Underground Extended 

A new section of the Leningrad Underground was 
opened to traffic on June 1. It runs under the 
River Neva, from Uprising Square near the Moscow 
railway station to Lenin Square near the Finland 
railway station. The city’s five railway stations 
are now linked by the underground railway. 

<—e<— 

One-Way Traffic at Hammersmith 

The one-way trafic scheme for Hammersmith 
Broadway, arising out of the construction of the 
Great West Road—-Cromwell Road link will come 
into force on July 13 It involves diversion of 
London Transport bus, coach and trolleybus routes 
via a new north—south slip road joining Hammer 
smith Road and Great Church Lan The Broad 
way itself will now carry traffic only in the west 
An exit from the Great Church Lane 
Hammersmith Station (District and 


east direction 
footbridge over 
Piccadilly lines) will be provided to serve bus stops 
in the new slip road 
<x @ >< 
Channel Tunnel Studies to Commence 
The Channel Tunnel study group has now 
awarded three contracts for technical investiga 
tions. These go to the Economist Intellience Unit, 
the Société d'Etudes Techniques et Economiques 
de Paris, and de Leuw Cather and Company, of 
Chicago. These three groups will undertake a 
detailed study of actual and potential cross-channel 
traffic, and of the development of commercial, pas 
senger and freight traffic which might be expected 
to follow the construction of a cross-Channel road 
and/or rail link. The study is expected to take a 
year to complete. 
—@o<— 
Continental Railway Engineers at Notting Hill 
A party of prominent French, Belgian, German, 
Swiss and Italian railway engineers visited the 
reconstruction of the London Transport Notting 
Hill Gate Station on June 30. The visitors were 
escorted over the works and escalator shafts by 
Mr. H. G. Follenfant, new works engineer, London 
Transport, and Mr. L. Drain, resident engineer at 
Notting Hill Gate for the consulting engineers, 
Messrs Mott, Hay and Anderson. The visitors 
expressed great interest in all they saw and asked 
a great variety of questions 
<< 6x 
Australian Roads Campaign 
The Australian Road Federation has drawn up 
an operational plan applying to all regions to bring 
about improvement of the national road system 
It emphasises that a new approach to the road 
question is called for; at present states have the 
constitutional responsibility for road development 
but it is beyond their financial resources. The 
Commonwealth, on the other hand, has no consti 
tutional powers regarding roads but augments 
state road building funds with an annual grant 
The A.R.F. urges therefore that the Common 
wealth assume entire financial responsibility for 
arterial roads, financing this from existing revenue 
taxation on motor vehicles and associated products, 
from consolidated revenue and from specific loan 
funds. The States would devote existing federal 
road grants and state road taxation revenue to 
the development of intrastate secondary highways 
und other roads. 





Precision 


FIRST AND LAST 





Pressed Steel 


In the last ten years, Pressed Steel have produced enough railway wagons to make a 
train 300 miles long. Wagons of all kinds and all gauges for home and overseas. But 
sheer capacity—the ability to meet big orders and meet them quickly—is only half 
the story. The other half is just as important, even though it cannot be expressed in 
statistics—the finish, the painstaking attention to detail, the skill and experience 
of the men you see here. 


PRESSED STEEL COMPANY LIMITED 


Railway Division: Paisley, Scotland. Head Office: Cowley. Oxford. London Office: 169 Regent Street .W.1. 
Manufacturers also of Motor Car Bodies, Prestcold Refrigeration Equinment and Pressings of all kinds. 


WAGONS FOR THE WORLD 





VAST AND FAST 
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COMMERCIAL AVIATION 
First Flight of Bristol 192 
GHANA AIRWAYS FORMED 


HE turbine-powered twin-engined Bristol 
Type 192 helicopter made its first flight on 
July 5, at Bristol Aircraft Weston Divi- 
sion. Piloted by Mr. C. T. D. Hosegood, the 
chief helicopter test pilot, the flight consisted of 
a number of hovering tests, the first of a series 
which will be carried out during the flight test 
programme. The Type 192, which is now in pro- 
duction for the Royal Air Force, has been designed 
to meet Service requirements for troop and freight 
transport, ambulance duties, and search and rescue 
operations. Powered by two Napier Gazelle free 
turbine engines each of 1,300 s.h.p., the helicopter 
has a maximum all-up-weight of 18,o00 Ib. and 
a cruising speed of 120 knots. The cabin length 
of 24 ft., coupled with the wide centre-of-gravity 
range, allows for the design of a variety of in- 
ternal layouts to meet different operational 
demands. In a freight role, the aircraft carries 
a maximum concentrated load of 4,000 Ib. or 
alternatively, a maximum distributed load of 
6,000 |b 





B.O.A.C.-Cambrian Connections 

Following an agreement between the British 
Overseas Airways Corporation and Cambrian Air 
ways, B.O.A.C. passengers to the United States 
or Canada from Wales or Western England can 
now fly to join the B.O.A.C. service at Manchester 
from either Cardiff or Bristol at the fare which 
is applicable from Manchester only. This. saves 
the passenger not only time but money. Cambrian 
Airways services from Cardiff and Bristol provide 
good connections with B.O.A.C. night flights from 
Manchester to New York and to Montreal and 
with B.O.A.C. daylight flights from Manchester 
to New York. Cambrian Airways allows its pas- 
sengers the full transatlantic free baggage allow- 
ance, according to class. 


Canadian Air Traffic Report 

Canada will not be ready for internal airline 
competition until about 1966, according to a 
report by Mr. Stephen Wheatcroft, the British 
air transport consultant, published in Ottawa 
recently. He recommended that the Canadian 
Government should subsidise airlines to provide 
services to what he called “unprofitable but 
socially desirable areas.’’ The report said that at 
the present time only the Toronto—Montreal, 
Vancouver—Victoria and Toronto—Winnipeg 
routes could sustain a competitive service without 
an increase in costs. An increase in aircraft size 
would cope with an increase in volume of traffic 
until 1961. After that year, however, the posi- 
tion seemed to improve since there was likely to 
be some stabilisation on the rate of growth of 
aircraft size, and by 1966 it appeared that at 
least 11 of the transcontinental sectors would 
have a traffic volume adequate for competition. 
After making his final suggestion for Government 
subsidies for some routes, Mr. Wheatcroft said in 
his report: “ There is the strongest case for be- 
lieving that direct subsidy is preferable to internal 
cross-subsidisation.’’ A review of Government 
policy towards that local and regional service was 
urgently needed. The report was requested by 
the Minister of Transport, Mr. George Hees. 


JetStar Circuit of U.S.A. in 18 Hours 

A Bristol Orpheus-powered Lockheed JetStar 
tramsport recently completed a demonstration 
flight around the United States of America in what 
is believed to be a record total time of 18 hr. and a 
flying time of only 15 hr. Taking off from Edwards 
Air Force Base in California, the JetStar flew north 
over the western states of America to make its first 
stop in the state of Washington, headed east to 
make a second stop in Massachusetts, and then 
flew south over the eastern seaboard to make its 
third stop in Florida. Eighteen hours after 
departure, the aircraft returned to the base, having 
made a complete circuit of the U.S.A. in 15 hr. 
flying time at an average speed of 385 knots (440 
m.p.h. This utility transport is powered by two 
Bristol Orpheus engines. The first prototype was 
completed in the record time of 30 weeks and made 
its first flight on September 4, 1957. Orpheus 
engines were initially fitted to bring forward the 
first flight date, and it had been expected that the 
second aircraft would have American engines. The 
outstandingly successful performance of _ the 
Orpheus in the prototype, however, led to further 
engines of this type being ordered for the second 
machine. Earlier it had been announced that the 
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation would offer the Jet- 
Star for sale in a twin-Orpheus version as an alter- 
native to the planned four-engined version with 
American engines of lesser power. Bristol Aero- 
Engines, Limited, has an agreement with the 
Curtiss-Wright Corporation under which a jointly 
developed derivative of the Orpheus will be manu- 
factured in the United States under the designation 
I'J-37 as the production engine for American-built 
aircraft, 


Ghana Airways Formed 

Ghana Airways, Limited, was incorporated in 
\ccra with a nominal capital of {400,000 on 
July 4. The formation of the company followed 
several months negotiations between the Govern- 
ment of Ghana, which has subscribed /240,000, 
60 per cent of the capital, and B.O.A.C. 
Associated Companies, Limited, which has sub- 
scribed the remaining 40 per cent, £160,000, An 
agreement has also been signed shortly between 
Ghana Airways and the British Overseas Airways 
Corporation covering the operation of inter- 
national air services with aircraft on charter from 
B.O.A.C. Ghana Airways will be controlled by 
a board of directors consisting of a chairman and 
two directors appointed by the Ghana Govern- 
ment and two directors appointed by B.O.A.C. 
The executive running of the airline will be the 
responsibility of a general manager, who will be 
answerable to the board of directors. The train- 
ing of Ghanaian nationals to take over the 
management, administration, flying and engineer- 
ing sides of the airline is to be undertaken by 
B.O.A.C. Associated Companies at the expense 
of Ghana Airways. In the first place, however, a 
number of Europeans employed by B.O.A.C. 
Associated Companies will be seconded to Ghana 
Airways. The new company plans to begin in- 
ternational services on July 16 with a once- 
weekly Stratocruiser service to London and to 
take over all the existing domestic and some of 
the regional services from W.A.A.C. on or about 
October 1. B.O.A.C. operates four times weekly 
between Accra and London and as traffic increases 
it is planned to increase the number of Ghana 
Airways services until parity is reached with 
B.O.A.C. 


N.E. REGION TRAFFIC 
REORGANISATION 








Mr. F. C. MARGETTS, M.B.E. 


Having been appointed chief traffic manager, North Eastern Region, 
British Railways, at the beginning of this year, following the transfer 
of Mr. Frank Grundy to the British Railways Central Staff as chief 
traffic officer, Mr. Frederick Chilton Margetts was subsequently made 
assistant general manager (traffic) under the further reorganisation of the 
region’s traffic department. He now has, as already indicated in 
MODERN TRANSPORT, overall responsibility for the commercial, 
operating and motive power departments of the region. Genial, 
friendly and competent, Mr. Margetts has shown clearly his apprecia- 
tion of the need for a modern commercial outlook on the railways and 
for technical aids to the provision of first class competitive service to 
traders and the general public. He joined the service of the London 
and North Eastern Railway in 1923, and after gaining experience at 
various stations became a traffic apprentice through competitive 
examination in 1927. After experience in staff work, and particularly in 
connection with the introduction of incentive schemes, he was 
appointed assistant goods agent at Monkwearmouth in 1936. Two 
years later he was appointed head of the trains section of the locomotive 
running superintendent’s office at York, a post which he vacated 
towards the end of that year to take charge of the joint freight trains 
section under the direction of the superintendent and locomotive running 
superintendent, North Eastern Area. Mr. Margetts went to the 
Southern Area of the L.N.E.R. in 1943 as trains assistant to the opera- 
ting superintendent, and he was transferred to Scotland in 1945 as 
district superintendent, Burntisland. In the following year he became 
assistant superintendent, Scottish Area. In 1949 he was appointed 
assistant operating superintendent, Scottish Region and, following the 
death of Mr. James McCreedie in 1955, he became chief operating 
superintendent of that region. He received the M.B.E. in 1943 for his 
work in connection with railway development. 


IN PARLIAMENT 
New Attack on P.S.V. Fuel Tax 


CHANCELLOR APOLOGETIC 


| oe the committee stage of the Finance 

Bill on July 2, Mr. F. McLeavy brought up 

a new clause to exempt from all tax diesel 

fuel used in public service vehicles. The present 
rate of tax on diesel fuel is 233 per cent and, said 
Mr. McLeavy, is equivalent to 2}$d. to 3d. per bus 
mile. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. D 
HeatHcoat Amory, said that, frankly, the main 
reason why he had done nothing in this direction 
in the present Budget was that he could not afford 
the loss of revenue. The exemption proposed would 
cost {28 million for diesel oil alone, but it “ would 
be extremely unlikely to stop there.’’ The goods 
vehicle operators would produce a strong case. Mr 
Amory said he would not dispute the facts or 
figures put forward in support of the p.s.v. indus 
try proposal. He suggested that the tax should 
be considered in relation to fares, when it would 
be 14 per cent 

The other proposal, that the tax might be spread 
over all users of hydrocarbon oil would mean a 
duty of 1s. rd. per gal. and, he submitted, would 
result in a doubling of the price of heavy oils used 
in agriculture and industry. It would also result 
in a tax for the first time on domestic kerosene 
He could not forecast what his future plans might 
be, but recognised that the present rate of tax was 
a very heavy charge. 
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DOCK LABOUR TROUBLES 


Arbitration Not Wanted 
t Beageme rejection of the possibilities of arbitra 
l tion is the latest feature of the wages claim 
for dockers. The claim was first submitted 
by the unions on April 11. The four concerned are 
the Transport and General Workers, Seottish 
r.G.W., the General and Municipal Workers and 
the Watermen, Lightermen, Tugmen and Barge 
men. The port employers have since twice rejected 
the application without making a counter offer and 
the unions reported the deadlock to the Ministry of 
Labour, pointing out that rises of 3 or 4 per cent 
had been decided upon in many other industries 
whereas they were offered nothing. On June 27 
the employers saw the Ministry and explained their 
reasons for rejection. Mr. T. Claro, the chief con- 
ciliation officer, passed this information to the 
unions on July 7. Mr. T. O'Leary, national docks 
group secretary, T.G.W.U., then expressed keen 
disappointment; a national docks conference would 
be called and although they did not want a strike 
they were determined to get an increase. They had 
been very conciliatory, he said, but he ruled out 
arbitration as a way out of the impasse. 

In May, 1957, a 5 per cent wage increase for 
dock workers was brought in. The basic minimum 
wage is {8 2s. 3d. for a 54-day week but actual 
earnings are considerably in excess of that figure 
As we indicated some time ago, the United Steam 
ship Company of Denmark has diverted one of its 
four ships on the London service to Harwich be 
cause of the frequent incidence of disputes which 
hold up shipping in London, 
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SOUTHERN REGION STORES 





Reorganisation 


re from July 1, 1958, the Stores Department of 
the Southern Region of British Railways has 
been renamed Supplies and Contracts Depart 
ment, and Mr. R. L. P. Cobb, the present stores 
superintendent, has been redesignated supplies and 
contracts manager. In connection with this change, 
Mr. W. Featherstone, who was assistant stores 
superintendent, has been appointed supplies officer, 
and the following appointments in the new organ 
isation are also announced: 
To be 
Mr | B. Owen Contracts officer 
Mr. H, W. Ralph Assistant (purchases and sales 

Mr. |. H. Drinkwater Assistant (indoor) 

Mr. A. W, Enticott Assistant (outdoor) 

Under the new organisation the department will 
be divided into two sections. One under the supplies 
officer will cover the existing functions of the 
stores department, and the other under the con 
tracts officer will take over the business of dealing 
with contracts for works. 


. 
ENGINEERING PRODUCTS 


Goodyear Division 








TORMATION of a new division named Engineer- 
ing Products Division is announced by the 
Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Co. (Great 

Britain), Limited. The new division will take over 
the further development, manufacture and testing 
of Goodyear industrial disc brakes and Goodyear 
Ausco double-disc brakes, which have hitherto been 
handled by the Aviation Products Division. A 
further function will be the handling of contract 
work for which comprehensive precision machining, 
fabrication, assembly and testing facilities are pro- 
vided. This is a service provided by manufacturers 
who require additional production in the light 
engineering category and for companies that wish 
to market items which they do not have adequate 
facilities to produce. 

The factory equipment provided permits manu- 
facture to A.I.D. or A.R.B. approval in addition 
to normal commercial standards, and is particularly 
well suited to major production orders for 
mechanical, electro-mechanical and _ hydraulic 
devices, although not necessarily restricted to these 
types of articles. 





Mr. C. J. Palmer, managing director of J. 
Spurling, Limited, has been appointed to the board 
of the parent company, Transport Development 
Group, Limited. He is a director of 10 of the group’s 
subsidiaries. 


Mr. D. A. Strickland has been appointed ocean 
travel manager of Thos. Cogk and Son, Limited, to 
succeed Mr. C. M. Squarey, who relinquished the 
position on July 1 in order to take up his appoint- 
ment as general manager of the newly created ship- 
ping owners’ organisation known as Ocean Travel 
Development. Mr. J. E. Shepherd succeeds Mr. 
Strickland as assistant traffic manager and Mr. 
L. F. Olney becomes assistant traffic manager 
(agents). Mr. J. W. P. Phillips, branch manager, 
Gracechurch Street, succeeds Mr. Olney as con- 
troller Home Counties and Ireland area. 
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Tenth Anniversary of Cars by Air 


(Continued from page 3) 


Ferryfield but, before that, mention must be made 
of the booking organisation centred on London. 
Until its recent transfer to Silver City House at 
62 Brompton Road, it was working in offices 
which became increasingly congested as _ traffic 
grew. The move has made it possible to spread 
out and an interesting result has been that the 
permanent staff has been able to cope with all the 
bookings, despite the marked increase that there 
has been this vear. This has undoubtedly been 
due in part to the fact that people are booking 
further ahead, but the ability to move around and 
the easier access of records has greatly simplified 
the task as well as safeguarding the system against 


¢TTrors 


Reservations 


Reservations are received through travel agents 
througn the motoring organisations and direct! 


from the public and are duly recorded. Coloured 
cards are used to distinguish between the various 
and these are mounted on stands that 
the situation for any day can be surveved at a 
glance, the cards being divided into sections and 


filled in appropriately as the space ts booked up 


routes so 


Almost all bookings are provisional in character 
ind the notification embodies the date by which 
the fares should be remitted. If this condition ts 


the 


Spec ial cases 


not fulfilled then, save in ver 

space is released. The manner in which the cards 
are marked off depends of course, upon the type 
of car for which the reservation has been mace 
ind most of the staff would emerge successfully 
from any examination on the subject having 


reached the point of knowing the dimensions by 
heart. On occasion, of course, the potential user 
confuses the issue by giving the wrong vear when 
there has been a variation in the dimensions of a 
model just at that critical period, but these mat- 
ters sort themselves out at the airports, if not 
before, since the vehicle load for any flight is 
assembled head to tail and needs to come within 
certain marks for overall length and, if it comes 
to that, also for overhead clearance. 

In due course the cards are removed from the 
stands and assembled in trays in flight order 
together with other relevant material, and then, 
at the appropriate moment, all is released to the 
appropriate airport. Thereafter the responsibility 
for seeing that all goes smoothly and that, in the 
event of failure to report, the best use is made 
of any space that becomes unexpectedly available 
lies locally This is where that appreciation of 
the virtues of flexibility to which we referred 
earlier becomes especially valuable. On a recent 
Saturday when Lydd was handling 65 car ferr 
flights and 27 passenger services the whole opera 
tion was proceeding most smoothly until Le 
Touquet suddenly found that the Tour de France 
bicycle race, which moves Frenchmen to ecstasies 
and impels British motorists towards chronic 
alcoholism, was preventing cars from reaching the 
airport if they were approaching from east of the 


leaving Le Touquet in the period when the flow 
of cars was resumed. 

It should not, incidentally, be thought that 
absence of booked cars necessarily involves empty 
or part-empty flying. Contracts are held for 
fiving new cars from Britain for delivery on the 
Continent and, in the reverse direction, for mov- 
ing the stocks of new Renault and Peugeot cars 
which is always building up at Le Touquet Air- 
port ready for flying to Ferryfield. 


Passenger Aircraft 
[here are normally 11 Mark 32 Freighters 
for car ferry work, of which two are based at 
Southampton for the services to Cherbourg and 
Deauville and the remainder are at Ferryfield. 
One serves as standby aircraft for both Ferryfield 


Touquet it is the practice to park the aircraft on 
the apron away from the area used by the ferry 
service and this also obviates complications. When 
the extension of the buildings at Le Touquet is 
complete it will be ible to achieve a greater 
degree of segregation for Lydd-bound passengers 
and this will be a benefit, but, in fact, many 
of the shorter inclusive-tour flights are to Ostend 
where passenger-handling space has been im- 
proved and where a second terminal building is 
now under construction. When inward passenger 
services arrive at Ferryfield the coaches are parked 
near the exit from customs so that passengers 
can proceed straight to them unless, as is some- 
times the case, arrangements have been made for 
a meal in the restaurant or refreshments before 
they leave. 

Most of the coaches for the inclusive tours and 
also, of course, those for the Silver Arrow service 
are provided by the East Kent Road Car Co., 
Limited, and Silver City has always found this 
operator particularly helpful and enterprising. An 
inspector is stationed at the airport and he is 
provided with a prewar Leyland Tiger TS8 coach 








Typical freight loads carried by Silver City include machinery and, right, meat bound for 
France and carried on special racks evolved by the airline 


and Southampton and the other eight ply steadil\ 
to and fro between Ferryfield and Le Touquet or 
Calais and Ostend. Passenger services are pro- 
vided by Mark 2t Freighters seating 44 and the 
converted Mark 32s which have already been 
mentioned and by Douglas Dakotas. Normally, 
although there is no absolute hard-and-fast rule, 
the longer flights are made by the Dakotas and 
the shorter hops to Ostend or Le Touquet by the 
Freighters. Last year there was a Silver Arrow 
service between London and Brussels via Ostend 
as_ well the Londom—Paris facility, but an 
assessment of the aircraft situation this year led 
to a conclusion that its revival would, for the 
time being, overtax the aircraft situation. This 
judgment has, indeed, been justified and it has 


as 


been found necessary to charter an additional 
Dakota from B.K.S. Air Services, while on the 
last occasion that we visited Ferryfield there was 


also one from Transair 
The arrangements for the inclusive tour traffic 
and the Silver Arrow flights go very smoothly. 


which is parked permanently near the passenger 
building. There is also a regular East Kent 
service from the airport to Hythe and Folkestone 
on which the first and last journeys are specially 
timed to suit workers at the airport, while at 


summer weekends there is a bus service from 
Rye via Camber and Lydd Camp. 
Roadair 
The Roadair service of Silver City really calls 


for separate treatment, but it would not give a 
balanced picture of operations if no reference was 
made to it. This operation has developed remark- 
ably since the airline moved to Ferrvfield as will 
have been gathered from the traffic figures set 
out earlier. Earlier this year the rates were 
reduced and freight may be consigned from the 
Silver City freight depot in London to that in 
Paris at a rate of 8d. per kg. up to 250 kg., with 
a minimum charge of {2, at 7d. a kg. from 251 
to 500 kg. and at 6d. a kg. thereafter. Rates from 
Lydd to Paris are td. a kg. less and from London 
to Le Touquet they are 2d. a kg. less. Arrange- 





MODERN TRANSPORT 
JULY 12, 1958 


with London and Ferryfield. On both sides of the 
Channel the airport has the advantage of adequate 
roads suitable oe large vehicles. 

There are also special flights for freight and it 
should perhaps be mentioned that unaccompanied 
cars such as those for export and import fall 
within the freight category. Excellent relations 
are enjoyed with both British and French hauliers 
and some of the latter have moved loads from 
Le Touquet to Germany and Switzerland to name 
but two countries. It is, however, a matter for 
some doubt whether, despite very strenuous en- 
deavours by sales staff, there is as wide an aware- 
ness as there should be of the benefits of this 
service on the grounds of both economy and speed. 
It is possible for bulk consignments from London 
to Paris or, for that matter, in the reverse direc- 
tion to complete the journey in under 24 hr. 
while it is practicable to achieve three-day 
delivery from almost anywhere in Britain as a 
matter of course. 

Large indivisible loads up to 4,500 kg. or small 
parcels can be carried. Normally, the maximum 
floor loading is 200 lb per square foot for a distri- 


buted load, but this can be exceeded by prior 
arrangement. Perishable traffic cannot be carried 
on this service. The Bristol Freighter Mark 32 
aircraft used on this service have a large un 
obstructed hold served by fully opening nose 
doors which give a clear entry 6 ft. 8 in. square 
The aircraft has a hold length of 4o ft. 6 in., 


but can carry articles up to 50 ft. in length by 
special arrangement—this involves removing the 
passenger cabin at the rear of the aircraft 


Engineering 
When Ferryfield first opened there was no 
hangar accommodation but this has since been 


provided and the engineering department at Ferry 
field now carries out all checks up to and including 
check 4. Beyond that stage work is still carried 
out at Blackbushe. With the peak periods coming 
at weekends so far as vehicle and passenger work 
is concerned, every effort is made to complete 
work by the Friday of any week and when we 
looked in recently there was only a Dakota there. 
Work is now, as it happens, being reorganised so 
that the engineering staff work on a five-day week 
basis and 24-hour day with three eight-hour shifts. 
The hangar has been designed with the Bristol 170 
in mind so that the tail of the Mark 32 just clears 
the door and the roof centre and its wing tip 
clears the offices and stores which run along one 
side of the building. 

The future of Silver City Airways 
assured for many years to come and it seems to 
us that the most doubtful point is likely to be 
the ability of Ferryfield, admirable little airport 
though it is, to cope with all the traffic. As it is 
now there are movements every five minutes or 
less during the summer and this year’s growth 
in traffic, while absorbed to some extent by 
higher load factors, nonetheless involves more 
movements and this must surely be a portent for 
next year and its successors. As to aircraft types, 
there is every reason to expect several more 
years of service from the Bristol 170s and there 
after it may well be that there will be a turbine 
powered replacement, despite the relative short 
ness of the routes. The A.W.650 could be the 
answer here or, looking a little further ahead, the 


would seem 


route Quick improvisation enabled several The separate building has the effect of keeping 

travellers who had arrived early—five hours so the passengers apart from those on the car ferry ments are made at each end for the further Fairey Rotodyne. Meanwhile this independent 
in one case we saw—to proceed almost im- and it is only when it comes to outgoing formali- conveyance of consignments if required and plans airline can feel well satisfied at preserving its 
mediately and adjustment in the flow of aircraft ties that they are moved forward to the main are advanced for the establishment of further individuality without impairing the success of its 
meant that the maximum available number was terminal building. Both at Ferryfield and Le Roadair depots in Britain which will be linked pioneering enterprise. 








LOOK FORWARD TO Rotodyme TRAVEL 


rHis Is HOW people will go from city to city, 
when we have Rotodyne travel. 

Forty-eight people will settle themselves in 
the wide, comfortable cabin of a Fairey 
Rotodyne, at some small in 


open space 


the middle of a town. The Rotodyne will 
lift them vertically far above chimney-smoke 


and church spires —and then, gradually 


THE FAIREY AVIATION CO. LTD ‘ HAYES MIDDLESEX England - Australia - Canada 


transferring the power of its two turbo-prop 
engines from the big rotor to the forward 
propellers, it will whisk them across land and 


water at nearly 200 m.p.h. Over the 


destination—the centre of a city, not some 
airport far outside—the rotor will lower them, 
straight down, to a safe arrival. 


A new conception in aircraft design has 






FAIREY 














brought this kind of travel into plain sight— 
the Rotodyne, which is neither aeroplane nor 
helicopter, but something of both, and is the 
world’s first Vertical Take-off Airliner. 
Note 
standards internationally recognised for twin- 


that it conforms to the safety 


engined fixed-wing aircraft, i.e. it has full 
single engine performance and safety. 


Rotodyne 
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PROGRESS ON LONDON 
MIDLAND REGION 


A Variety of Projects 


CONSTRUCTION, ENGINEERING AND ROLLING STOCK 


FPFNHE London Midland Region of British Railways 
has, of course, in hand a large number of 
projects connected with its modernisation 

programme. The following features serve to em 

phasise the wide variety of the tasks involved and 
also, in the first case, the problem of keeping pace 
at the same time with normal reconstruction work. 

What is thought to be a unique engineering task, 
the reconstruction of a railway viaduct as a cellular 
embankment, has just been completed in 12 months 
on the line between Crewe and Sandbach, Cheshire 
rhe reconstruction 
perpetual subsidence of 


River Wheelock 


because of the 
Viaduct over the 
caused by local brine pumping 
operations. The viaduct, built in 1842, had for 
many years been affected by subsidence which 
fluctuated between 2 and 9 in. annually, and some 
20 years ago the arches of the viaduct were filled 
in to make an embankment, leaving only one bridge 
opening over the river. It was necessary to lift this 
structure on a number of occasions and in 1952 
and 1956 permanent steel struts had to be inserted 
between the abutments to keep them apart 


was necessary 
Elton 
] 


Cellular Construction 

Having regard to the importance of the viaduct, 
which is on the main line to Manchester, and to the 
requirements of the electrification scheme being 
carried out on this line, it was finally decided to 
provide a form of cellular construction through the 
bridge opening. This permits an unlimited sub- 
sidence without the necessity to heighten or 
strengthen the existing abutments by an unpredict- 
able amount. 

The construction took the form of layers of 5 ft. 


increases the pressure of the water supply for wash- 
ing out boilers, has also been repositioned. 

The shed will be retained for the servicing of 
steam and eventually diesel locomotives to be used 
on the branch lines round Nuneaton after electrifi 
cation of the mein Euston—Crewe line has been 
completed. The design and the main portion of the 
fabrication and erection of the roof were carried 
out by railway staff, and under the direction of 


Mr. J. Taylor Thompson, chief civil engineer, and 
the following sub-contractors were engaged: British 
Challenge Glazing Co., Limited, London; British 


Limited, Gravesend, and 


Limited, Gravesend 


Cellactite and Uralite 
Weatherall Roofing Co., 


Modernisation at Mold Junction 

A modernisation scheme involving the renewal 
and enlargement of the permanent-way layout at 
Mold Junction slate wharves and marshalling 
sidings, North Wales, is being started this month 
Che scheme will increase the efficiency of these busy 
sidings which deal with 12 regular freight train 
daily and two or three special cattle trains a week 
Some 630 wagons are handled there daily and inten 
sive use is made of the sidings for shunting and 
marshalling of the trains. 

Slates quarried locally are dispatched by rail 
through five siding-connected wharves at Mold 
Junction and to meet present-day requirements 
three of these wharves will be renewed. The other 
two are to be removed to make space for six new 
traffic sidings needed to provide additional siding 
accommodation for operating purposes. Some 
1,100 yd. of old track will be removed and more 
than two miles of new permanent way installed. 





Two views of Elton Viaduct, that on the left being taken last November and that on the 
right in June when the work was virtually finished 


external diameter reinforced concrete pipes laid 
through the bridge opening, the completed work 
forming a honeycombed embankment. The bottom 
layer of pipes rests on a reinforced concrete raft 
and the pipes themselves are concreted together, 
and suitably reinforced so that the whole Structure 
acts as a single unit. As the structure subsides the 
level of the embankment top will be maintained by 
adding further layers of pipes. So far as is known 
this construction inique conception 
oming the problem of perpetual 


represents a 
for overt sub 


sidence. 


New Manchester—Bury Trains 

Preliminary details have been announced of the 
new electric trains for the Manchester—Bury line 
Each train will consist of a two-car set—one a 
motor car and the other a trailer—with driving 
cabs at each end of the set. Sets may be combined 
to make longer trains as necessary. The bodies are 
of welded steel construction insulated against sound 
and changes in external temperature. Each two- 
car set will carry 16 first-class and 162 second-class 
passengers and the accommodation varies from 
compartment to open (saloon) type seating with 
provision for non-smokers. There is a ladies only 
compartment and a guard’s brake compartment in 
each set. The two cars have 34 opening doors 
between them to facilitate speedy movement of 
passengers at stations. 

Entinely new is the profile of the vehicles at the 
driving cab ends. In addition to being angled back 
from centre to the sides, the front of the cab also 
slopes back towards the roof, thus giving the driver 
better vision and improving the appearance of the 
train. Interior finish is a blend of timber and 
plastic-faced wal! panelling with light alloy luggage 
racks. Double spring type seating is provided up- 
holstered in moquette. The underseat heaters are 
thermostatically controlled. 

Delivery of the first set from Wolverton Works is 
expected in March, 1959, after which deliveries will 
continue at the rate of one set a week until the 
whole order for 26 sets is completed at the end of 
August, 1959. The 1,200-volt d.c. protected con- 
ductor rail system will be retained and 26 English 
Electric four-motor equipments have been ordered. 

. 


Nuneaton Engine Shed Roof 

Roof girders made from serviceable second-hand 
lengths of rail were used in the renewal of the 
engine shed roof at Nuneaton motive power depot, 
work on which is now nearing completion. The old 
rails were used for the main girders, roof frames 
and bracing, following successful experiments with 
them on other light roof structures of this type. 
The rails are of an ideal weight and shape for such 
purposes and are resistant to corrosion. 

The old roof of the shed was of timber supported 
by cast-iron columns and’ brick side walls and had 
become due for renewal. The new roof is of modern 
design with two clear spans of 51 ft. supported on 
strengthened side walls and one central row of 
11 steel stanchions replacing the previous 55 cast- 
iron columns. The used-rail main girders, roof 
frames and bracing are fabricated to a standard 
design. Smoke extraction troughs are fitted over 
the engine roads and the roof covering consists of 
patent glazing with asbestos ridge sheeting. 

As a part of the general improvement of the 
shed the electric lighting will be brought up to 
modern standards and an electric barrel heater and 
pump installed. This equipment heats barrels of 
heavy oils to enable their contents to be pumped 
freely to tanks from which the oil is issued. Minor 
alterations and improvements have been made 
to stores, offices and permanent way and a new 
toolroom has been built. The booster pump, which 


The job, which includes extensive drainage im- 
provements, will involve much excavation and the 
demolition work to be carried out includes 600 yd. 
of masonry wall. The scheme is expected to be 
completed by the end of the year. 


—— > 
SAFE LOAD INDICATOR 


For Lansing Bagnall Trucks 


I the recent Mechanical Handling Exhibition, 
Lansing Bagnall, Limited, demonstrated its 
safe load capacity indicator on the new 

model FOEP2 pedestrian-controlled fork-lift truck, 
Continuing development and extensive trials have 
been done with this device. The problem, says the 
manufacturer, has been largely one of measuring 
the sum of the forces acting on the tilting mast 
mechanism, With the new design, Lansing Bagnall 
has achieved a system of very accurate measure- 
ment of the moment of the load being lifted. This 
has been done by dispensing with the normal rigid 
mounting between the moving end of the tilt.ng 
jack and the mast structure. The system incor- 
porates a point of leverage on each mast frame 
member and this pair of points is connected to one 
central position. Here an aneroid type of bellows 





Lansing Bagnall FOEP2 fork truck with 
load indicator at mast head 


measures the sum of forces to which the tilting 
jacks themselves are subjected. The subsequent 
movement of the bellows is transferred hydraulic- 
ally to a large diameter dial segmented into “ safe,’’ 
‘ operate with care,’’ and “ danger” zones. 

The mechanism is so sensitive that even slight 
pressure of the fingers on the toe of the fork causes 
a perceptible variation in the indicator pointer. It 
is very simple in principle and trials to date indicate 
that it has not only a remarkable degree of accuracy 
but is capable of standing up to the rough treat- 
ment normally associated with industrial trucks. 
The pneumatic capacity indicator is patented 
throughout the world by Lansing Bagnall and is 
offered exclusively as an extra for use on any truck 
in the Lansing Bagnall range which is fitted with 
a tilting mast. 

Two-ton Reach Truck 


Introduction of a new FRER2 reach truck, with 
a capacity of two tons, brings this class of truck 
within the most popular range for fork-lift trucks. 
The FRER2 will handle 48 in. by 48 in. pallets 
and, it is claimed, will operate in gangways 
7 ft. 6 in. wide. The weight of the truck is two 
tons. The driver has a seated position. Travelling 
speed is 5 m.p.h 
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...demands different principles 


9 


Nothing new under the sun. 


can often help to solve an old problem 


Perhaps 


not but a completely new approach 


or better still—improve on methods 


that have come to be traditional. Take the example of the common differential. 


After years of carrying it about as unsprung weight 


the imminent trend is to anchor 


part of a rigid rear axle 
the differential under the car body, and to 


provide universally jointed half-shafts with independently sprung wheels. 
De Dion's old idea has been proved a winner in recent racing. Now, there is no 
firm better placed to provide the universal joints than Hardy Spicer, nor are there 


any differentials more efficient than those by Salisbury Transmission. 
to Birfield for the best of transmission. 
the resources—manufacturing and technical 


Look 
Every member Company is backed by 
of the whole Birfield Group. 


Transmission Equipment 


the 





specialisation through 
cd ae Group 


HARDY SPICER LTD. 
WITTON, BIRMINGHAM 6 


SALISBURY TRANSMISSION LTD. 
WITTON, BIRMINGHAM 6 


LAYCOCK ENGINEERING LTD 
SHEFFIELD 









THE MAID-OF-ALL-WORK CLEANSER 


Testing samples and literature free on request to Dept. TRW 


USERS OF SANDEMAN PRODUCTS INCLUDE : 


CLEANLINESS) 

—— oo 
Wé 21 a multi-purpose 
cleanser. 


Without fear of damage and with great 
RW21 


paintwork or moquette fabrics, linoleum or 


effectiveness Sandeman's cleans 
inside roofs, glass, chrome or woodwork, 
general office, canteen and workshop floors, 
A multi-purpose cleanser which eliminates 
the need to carry stocks of various cleaning 
compounds to meet special requirements. 


Sandeman Brothers Lid. 
BILSLAND DRIVE - MARYHILL - GLASGOW 


J. & P. COATS 

LTD « MINISTRY OF SUPPLY » NATIONAL COAL BOARD 

LEVER BROTHERS + IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

GLENFIELD & KENNEDY LTD + FORD MOTOR CO. LTD 
NORTH BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE CO. LTD 














BAA 


BATTERY ACID 


sets a new standard 
of reliability 


F.W. Berk & Co.Ltd. 


STRATFORD, LONDON, E.15 


Telephone: MARyland 6644 
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General —— 
Enq ng— 


Poco 


purposes 


Tel. No.3692!. ‘Grams: Buffer. Sheffield. 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE 





NORTH WESTERN GAS BOARD 
MANCHESTER GROUP 


ASSISTANT TRANSPORT SUPERVISOR 
ROCHDALE ROAD WORKS 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above pen- 
. sionable appointment at a salary within 
Grade A.P.T.6 (4{640/720 per annum). 

Applicants must have had experience in the 
control of a transport fleet and a recognised qualifi 
cation in automobile engineering and/or transport 
administration will be an advantage. 

Detailed applications, endorsed “ Vacancy No 


188,’’ giving the names of two referees, should 
reach the General Manager, Manchester Group 
North Western Gas Board), Town Hall, 
Manchester, 2, within 14 days. 











CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 





RATES.—The minimum charge for classified adver- 
tisements is 7s. for 14 words or less, and 6d. for 
each additional word. The name and address of the 
advertiser is charged at the same rate. If a box 
number is used 2s. extra is charged to cover our name 
and address and postage. If set in paragraph form 
each paragraph is estimated separately. Official 
Notices and semi-display in the classified columns 
are charged at the rate of 45s. per single column inch. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS should be 
addressed to THE MANAGER, Classified Adver- 
tisements, MODERN TRANSPORT, Russell 
Court, 3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1. 


SITUATION VACANT 
dine ANSPORT. Man, 20/21, required by large industrial 
oncern in North Wembley area to keep vehicle main 
e records for fleet of 250 vehicles and generally to assist 








tenan 





on repair side. Preferably some knowledge and interest in 
vehicle maintenance. Salary £8 per week. Pension scheme 
and canteen Write Box No. 3792, MopEeRN TRANSPORT 


London, W.C.1. 


REGULAR 
CARGO 
SERVICES 







between 


LONDON 


HAMBURG, BREMEN, RHINE PORTS, 
HARLINGEN, AMSTERDAM, ROTTERDAM, 
ANTWERP, GHENT, TERNEUZEN, DUNKIRK, 
CALAIS, BOULOGNE, TREPORT, DIEPPE, 
HAVRE, CHARENTE, BORDEAUX. 


Coastwise to HULL 


also between the following ports 
LONDON, NEWCASTLE, MIDDLESBROUGH, 
and SOUTHAMPTON and OPORTO and WEST 

ITALIAN and SICILIAN PORTS. 


BRISTOL CHANNEL PORTS (Bristol, Barry, 
Cardiff, Newport, Swansea) and HAMBURG, 
BREMEN. 


SOUTHAMPTON and ANTWERP, 
ROTTERDAM, BREMEN, HAMBURG. 


The GENERAL STEAM NAVIGATION CO. LTD. 


15, Trinity Square, London, E.C.3 
Phone: ROYal 3200 








+16 Woburn Place 
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/ 
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MORE CARS 


JULY 12, 1958 
MODERN TRANSPORT 


TO EUROPE 





Second Vessel for Dover—Ostend Service 





. 


hs demand from British motorists wishing to 
take their cars abroad has grown steadily in 
the postwar years despite currency and other 
difficulties and both air and sea transport operators 
have been hard put to meet it in the peak period. 
Thus, between Dover and Ostend 7,917 of the 
37,953 vehicles carried in 1957 were moved in July 
and 9,274 in August so that almost half the traffic 
moved in two months of the year. The total figure 
may moreover be compared with that of 15,945 
for 1950. Prinses Josephine Charlotte, which has 
been the only car ferry operated by the Belgian 
Marine Administration on the Dover—Ostend route, 
has now been joined by Artevelde which can carry 
half as many cars again and there is a twice-daily 
service in each direction until September 15, where 
after the frequency is reduced to once daily 
Overall length of the new ship is 383 ft. 3 in. and 
her breadth without fenders is 49 ft. 2 in. Displace 
ment at normal draught is 3,145 tons and the areas 
for 160 cars with a headroom of 6 ft. 1o} in. 
measure 7,319 sq. ft. and 7,373 sq. ft. The area 
with a headroom of 11 ft. 142 in. which is intended 


ship has been specially designed to eliminate 
vibration. 

As already mentioned, the vehicle accommoda- 
tion of the Artevelde extends over the whole C and 
D decks, representing a total area of 18,158 sq. ft. 
and allowing 160 cars to be taken easily. C deck, 
however, does not extend over the whole length of 
the ship, but is limited aft by the casing of the 
engine-room, at the main staircase level. Incor- 
porated in this staircase is a ramp enabling the cars 
embarking through the main access gate to D deck 
(lower garage) to reach C deck (upper garage). 
In its normal position (down) this ramp occupies 
so much space as greatly to reduce the room pro 
vided for coaches in the rear part of the lower 
garage, where the headroom is 11 ft. 14% in. A 
novel design has overcome this difficulty: the ramp 
lifts up and folds into two parts when the upper 
garage is full, and both articulated panels stand 
vertically. The ramp thus practically vanishes and 
takes up only a minimum space. Operation takes 
only a few seconds and is by hydro-electric gear 

In each vehicle deck a light turntable 13 ft. 14 in. 








The new car ferry ‘‘ Artevelde”’ which has been placed on the Dover—Ostend service by 


Belgian 


to take coaches or caravans is 3,465 sq. ft. and it 
is expected that, on average, it will be possible to 
carry seven at a time. The ship, which has a 
speed of 21 knots, can carry 1,000 passengers. 


Accommodation 

There are five decks lettered from A to E, the 
last being the lowest. The whole of C and D is 
allocated to vehicles. Of the remainder, E has two 
saloons for women passengers and two for men, of 
which one set is forward and one set is aft. In 
view of the night crossing operated in summer each 
pair of saloons has 124 berths and these are 
available without extra charge. Aft on B deck is 
the restaurant, seating 156, and this is linked by 
sheltered and glass-panelled decks with a _ bar 
veranda forward, seating 122. Finally on A deck 
are to be found two de luxe cabins, and the radio 
office, where a telephone and telegraph box enables 
passengers to come into direct contact with the 
networks ashore. Aft are also located six cabins, 
each for two passengers. Temperature as well as 
the humidity of all the passengers’ accommodation 
is automatically controlled and the hull of the 








L.T.E. Stores 


Marine 


in diameter can, if necessary, be used for handling 
really big cars, or those which have missed their 
turning. Drivers handle their own cars (under the 
crew's instructions) and drive them off again from 
the place where they have left them. From the 
garages there is easy access to the passenger 
accommodation, by means of two staircases (one 
forward and one aft). 

Ventilation in the garages has been specially 
studied. The exhaust fumes from moving cars, or 
from those warming up while waiting to be driven 
off, are absorbed at the level where they are pro 
duced. Special measures have been taken also 
towards protection against fire, thereby justifying 
the retention of petrol in car tanks. The garages 
are partitioned by fireproof curtains and besides 
the usual firefighting appliances and the necessary 
fireproof coating, basic protection is given by an 
automatic sprinkler system. 

To enhance the passenger comfort, the Belgian 
Marine has had stabilisers fitted to Artevelde, which 
together with Reine Astrid, a passenger ship on the 
Dover—Ostend line, is the second Belgian vessel to 
be equipped with such apparatus 


Locomotives 


RENOVATION OF TWO BUILT IN 1909 


WO London Transport electric stores locomo 
tives, Nos. L8 and Lg, built as battery 
locomotives in 1909 by W. R. Renshaw and 

Co., Limited, of Sutton-on-Trent, are being reno 
vated at Acton Works, being expected thereafter to 
give a further 15 years’ service. They were used 
originally for track maintenance purposes for the 
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materials between Acton and Ealing Common, it 
has been decided that the obsolete traction equip 
ment should be replaced by a later type for which 
spares are available - The original type of equip 
ment fitted to L8 and Lo will then be in use only 
on Lio, the Acton Works yard locomotive. A 
number of B.T.H. DB260 equipments, normally 


Oe append: 
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L9, one of the two electric stores locomotives which London Transport is renovating, was 
originally built in 1909 


Metropolitan District Railway and are among the 
oldest electric locomotives in the country. 

Following the opening of Acton Works as a 
centralised railway overhaul works in 1922, there 
was an increased need for transhipment of materials 
to and from Ealing Common Depot. The two 
battery locomotives were converted prior to 1925, 
by removing the batteries and altering the battery 
compartment to provide an open gondola-type plat- 
form, to carry these materials and stores. With the 
removal of the batteries, the locomotives picked 
up current from the rails in the normal way. 

In 1951, the original GE69-type traction motors 
were replaced by the GE212 type and were changed 
again in 1955-56 to the WI54 BB type. The 
original equipment, however, remained virtually 
unchanged. As it is considered that these locomo 
tives still provide the best means of carrying 


used with W254B motors, is available as a result 
of the scrapping of some District Railway 1910-13 
C, D and E stock cars, and two of these equip 
ments are to be used in L8 and Lo. 

This work will mean that the vehicles will then 
be fitted with traction control equipment of a type 
in general use on the District Line 0 stock, and 
also that the wiring of the locomotives will be 
completely renewed during the renovation. 


—— 


In a paragraph in our June 28 issue referring to 
safe-driving awards to Bowaters commercial vehicle 
drivers it appeared that only 8 per cent of those 
eligible qualified for awards in the 1957 Ro.S.P.A. 
competition. This should have read 87 per cent 
which, as was noted, is very considerably above the 
national average. 








MOBILE CRANES FOR HIRE 





PICKFORDS HEAVY HAULAGE SERVICE 
Abnormal Loads 


e Lifting 


e Branches in all large towns 
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MECHANISATION AT CARDIFF 





Other Modernisation Works 





TICKET OFFICES : FREIGHT ACCOUNTING : REFRESHMENTS 


N July 8 at Cardiff General Station, the Hon. 
Anthony Berry, member of the Western 

Area Board, British Transport Commission, 
officially opened new booking and inquiry offices 
and a new grillroom extension to the restaurant, and 
at Cardiff Newtown Goods Depot he inaugurated 


a new punched card centre for the complete 
mechanisation of traders’ carriage accounts. The 
ceremonies were attended by Mr. A. C. B. Pick 


ford, assistant general manager 
Region, Mr. W. R. Stevens 
manager, Cardiff, and other 
and guests. 


(traffic), Western 
divisional traffic 
officers of the 


reg 
epion 


Cardiff General Booking Office 

The mechanisation of the booking office at Car 
diff General Station is the largest of its kind so 
far in Great Britain, and progress will be watched 
with great interest, as the experience gained will 
be of considerable value to all regions of British 
Railways. Small test installations at Chippenham 
and Caerphilly (where Multiprinter and Flexi- 
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The modernised inquiry office at Cardiff General Station 


printer machines respectively were introduced on 
January 1, 1958) have proved satisfactory, and the 
Western Region, having completed the mechanisa- 
tion of Cardiff General and Queen Street booking 
offices, now deals with an annual issue at these two 
offices of 2,100,000 tickets, with a revenue of some 
£g00,000, by the most modern ticket printing and 
accounting equipment available. 


Sectionalised Booking 

A detailed analysis of the allocation of the 
machines and bookings at Cardiff General Station 
has established that sectionalised booking is 
the most efficient, and ticket issues have been 
segregated and machines allocated in the follow- 
ing way. For bookings to “Valley” stations 
(i.e. local destinations on the valley lines and to 
Barry, Penarth and Vale of Glamorgan stations) 
one Flexiprinter with 526 ordinary and 16 season 
ticket printing blocks and one Miniprinter, with 
12 print blocks for very high-speed issue of 
series in heavy demand, are provided. For book- 
ings of a general nature to stations A—L there 
are a Multiprinter Major machine with 1,188 print 
ing plates, a mobile Flexiprinter with 127 ordinary 
and 11 season ticket printing blocks to deal with 
peak bookings to Bristol and London, and a Rapid 
printer with 15 print blocks to deal with heavy 
issues such as excursions to selected destinations 

For bookings of a general nature to stations 
M—Z there is equipment similar 
to that provided on the A—L 
section with the Flexiprinter (125 
ordinary and 15 ticket 
printing blocks) operating as 
relief to the Multiprinter for 
heavy bookings to Newport and 


season 


Swansea Other machines have 
been provided in the Cardiff 
General booking office to cater 


for ancillary work. These are one 
to facilitate change giving, which 
is at present in an experimental 
stage, a note and coin weighing 
machine to speed up the check 
ing of remittances, wages and 
cash, and a_ coin counting 
machine to speed up the counting 


of silver and more specifically of 
copper coins collected from 
toilets and platform ticket 


machines. 


Inquiry Office 

In the new inquiry office at 
Cardiff General a Multiprinter 
Major machine with 1,194 print- 
ing plates has been installed to 
cover a wide range of general 
advance bookings, giving the 
public, for the first time in Cardiff, the facility of 
making inquiries, reserving seats or sleeping berths 
and of purchasing rail tickets in the same office. At 
Cardiff Queen Street booking office a Multiprinter 
with 591 plates and a Flexiprinter on a mobile 
trolley with 185 ordinary and 45 season ticket print 
blocks have been provided. This station deals with 
a heavy local traffic to the Valleys, Barry and 
Penarth and the mechanised booking office has, 
since its introduction on May 1, proved itself 
capable of dealing efficiently with large crowds, 

In this mechanisation scheme, two main objects 
have been borne in mind. Firstly, to give better 
service to the public by providing more booking 
points equipped with high-speed machines, thus 
speeding up the issue of tickets and, secondly, to 
accomplish the major portion of the daily and 
monthly accountancy and _ statistical work by 
mechanical means while maintaining an adequate 
check on the passenger revenue. 

The booking clerks will, broadly speaking, be 
relieved of the present vast and complicated 
accountancy procedures and, when fully trained 
in the new techniques, will have far more time to 
deal with customers’ needs and inquiries. The 
degree of mechanisation is such that at peak periods 
the dispersal of queues should be accelerated con- 


siderably. The staff has, in fact, been most co- 
operative in adopting the revised method of 


working and have proved adaptable and enthusias- 
tic in accepting the changed arrangements. 
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As already recorded in MODERN TRANSPORT, an 
area accounting organisation is beiag developed 
by the commercial department of the Western 
Region for the mechanisation of traders’ carriage 
accounts. It provides for the work which is now 
undertaken at some 312 stations in the region to 
be concentrated at four highly mechanised main 
centres. The first centre was Bristol, which com- 
menced in October, 1957, and the second is Cardiff, 
which started on June 1 last. The third and fourth 
will be at Paddington and at a station in the Mid 
lands yet to be chosen. The four centres, at which 
a wide range of the most modern Hollerith type of 
equipment will be installed, will prepare accounts 
involving approximately 1,250,000 Western Region 
consignment notes a month. 

Concentration of the work at four spec ialised 
points justifies the introduction of a range of equip 
ment which would not otherwise be possible. In 
addition to the preparation of accounts, the 
machines will enable a far greater variety of 
statistics related to rail carryings to be obtained 
than has hitherto been possible. 
The schemes, which have been 
developed in conjunction with 
the British Tabulating Machine 
Co., Limited, will lead to greater 
efficiency and at less cost than the 
conventional methods in 


more 
operation today. Under the 
system all consignment notes, 


after being checked against traffic 
and with charges inserted, will be 
passed from stations of origin to 
machine centres. There they will 
be sorted, by numerical coding, 
to the individual folders allocated 
to each trader. From each note 
a card will be punched and the 
accuracy of the punching verified 
independently. Pre - prepared 
cards, punched with name and 
address of each trader, will be 
associated with the appropriate 
daily detail cards and accounts 
will be prepared at stipulated 
periods. Simultaneously, separate 
summary cards will be produced 
by the machines, one total for each firm’s account 
for the period, and an independent mechanical 
check made of the total of these summary cards 
against the total of individual items recorded. The 
practical speed of production is about 4,000 to 
5,000 entries per hour. The line of entry shown 
on the account is in skeleton form. 

Accounts will be rendered four times monthly 
and will be accompanied by the consignment notes. 
Prior to release to traders consignment notes will, 
where necessary, be micro-filmed for record pur- 
poses. The practice of rendering four accounts 
with the final summary with the last rendition will, 
it is hoped, be to the mutual advantage of traders 
and British Railways. The original conception of 
area accounting centres has fitted in admirably with 
the subsequent development of the new traffic 
organisation. 


Future Development 

At the outset the Cardiff centre is preparing 
traders’ accounts only and is confined to the work 
performed by the Cardiff goods depot. Subsequently 
it will take over preparation of goods freight 
iccounts for stations in the remainder of the Cardiff 
district, similar work for the whole of the Newport 
district and the whole of the Swansea district. 
The staging of this take-over will depend upon the 
relative proficiency of the Cardiff operators and 
controlling staff. The occupants of these posts 





Interior of the new booking office at Cardiff General showing 
the Flexiprinter and, extreme right, part of the Multiprinter 
equipment 


have either attended a residential training course 
at the Hollerith school at Cookham or been trained 
locally by instructors from the firm and, in 
addition, key members of the organisation have 
spent some time at the Bristol machine centre in 
order to gain practical experience. Co-operation 
on the part of the staff and the union augurs well 
for the future of the organisation. 


New Restaurant and Grillroom 


A new grill lounge and cocktail bar, to be known 
as ‘‘The Gower,’’ and a modern refreshment room 
and bar named ‘“‘The Red Dragon’’ have been 
opened at Cardiff General. A former dining and 
tea room has been transformed into a modern foyer 
cocktail bar and a grill lounge, and a traditional 
refreshment room has given place to a separate bar 
of modern conception together with a refreshment 
room incorporating new policies in service. 

The grill lounge will be open for the service of 
main and light meals throughout the day and the 
new refreshment room will offer separate service 
points, with the alternative of hot or cold snacks 
and light meals with the usual hot non-alcoholic 
beverages together with a kiosk for the service of 
cold drinks, cigarettes and confectionery. A special 
feature of the new refreshment service is that all 
food served will be immediately and freshly pre- 
pared, both hot and cold light meals and snacks 
being made fresh to order and, with the use of the 

(Continued on page 14) 


COPPER 





in Railway Engineering 


STEAM LOCOMOTIVES 


FIREBOX PLATES including Wrapper, Door, Throat, Side and 
Tube-Plates in de-oxidised arsenical copper suitable for 


welding. 
SOLID AND HOLLOW STAY RODS. 
TUBES.—all sizes and gauges of copper tubes for locomotive 


boiler and other purposes. 


ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES 
BOLTON’S HIGH CONDUCTIVITY COPPER PRODUCTS 
are used extensively by the manufacturers of electric and 
diesel-electric locomotives for such purposes as field coils, 
armature coils and commutator bars of traction motors, 
generators and auxiliary machines and also for components 
of control equipment and pantograph wearing strips. 





(IIlustrated) 

Bolton's Copper Plates used in 
the Greek locomotives 
manufactured by 
Breda Elettromeccanica 
E Locomotive—Milan 

for the Greek Ministry of 
Transport 





THOMAS BOLTON & SONS LTD 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel.: Regent 6427. 





Established 1783 


Mersey CopperWorks, Widnes, Lancs. Tel: Widnes 2022. Grams: “Rolls, Widnes.”’ 
LONDON OFFICE & EXPORT SALES DEPT.: 
Grams: “‘Wiredrawn Piccy, London.”’ 
WORKS: Lancashire: Widnes and St. Helens. 
Staffordshire: Froghall and Oakamoor, Nr. Stoke-on-Trent. 


168 Regent Street, W.1 
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BELFAST GLASGOW LONDON 


TWO-CYCLE DIESEL ENGINES 
FOUR-CYCLE SUPERCHARGED DIESEL ENGINES 


Supplied as straight in-line or ‘V’ type 
units in powers from 250 b.h.p. to 2,000 b.h.p. 
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LIVERPOOL SOUTHAMPTON 
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One 

of the 

fifty-seven new 3-car multiple- 
unit electric trains for Euston 
to Watford and Broad St. to 
Richmond Services of the London 
Midland Region of British 
Railways—built at Eastleigh 
and Ashford, and fitted with 





+) [WESTINGHOUSE] (+ 


ELECTRO-PNEUMATIC 
BRAKES 


Another addition to the list of 
services on which this system of 





braking is now in operation. The 
list includes London Transport, 
Southern Region, Eastern Region; 
North Eastern Region; Mersey and 
Wirral Services of the L.M. Region; 
Indian Govt. Rlys., Bombay and 
Calcutta Electrifications; New 
Zealand Govt. Rlys.; Toronto 
Subway. 





Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co. Ltd.,82 York Way, London, N.1 
Associated in India with Associated in Australia with 
Sexby & Farmer (india) Privete Led., Calcutt : Westinghouse Brake (Austratasia) Pty., Ltd., Concord West, M.3.W. 
Associated in South Africa with Westinghouse Brake & Signal Co. $.A. (Pty.) Ltd., Johanneshurg 
Agents :— Bellamy & Lambie, Johannesburg 








liesels don't bother me... 


Mind you, at one time diesels were the bane of my life. More than 
half our fleet are diesels and whenever an engine needed servicing 
we had to send injectors and pumps all over the place to have them 
repaired. Trucks would stand around for a week at a time getting in 
everybody’s way. And when we did get the parts back it meant 
burning the midnight oil to catch up on lost time. You can do too much 
of that these days. So we decided to do our own diesel servicing 
right here. 


First we wrote to Leslie Hartridge Ltd. for details of their service 
equipment—and, incidentally. found they had a very good training 
scheme for our mechanics. When we picked our machine we got another 
pleasant surprise — it cost less than we thought it would. And when 
we Started to use it well, that’s when we really found out why seven 
out of ten diesels are serviced on Hartridge. Now we test distributor 
pumps and in-line pumps on a single machine, and, thanks to electronic 

phasing, save three-quarters of an hour on the job. Variable speed 
control is easy too—you just turn a handle. And Light models 
have the new Overflow Calibration System for small outputs. 


We've easily covered our costs now and on top of that our trucks have 
been on the road for hundreds of extra hours. It’s a different 
business altogether .. . 






since we got ourselves a Hartridge 


LESLIE HARTRIDGE LTD. Dept. D, 9 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


18. 3 
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YEOMAN SERVICE 





From Five Prewar Scammells 





JQVIVE prewar Scammell mechanical horses are 
performing efficiently varied tasks at the 
Sutton Coldfield works of International 

Alloys, Limited, after renovation and conversion 

costing comparatively little. Of the fleet of five 

Scammel MH-type mechanical horses—forerunner 

of the popular Scarab—three are doing the type 

of work for which they were designed, while the 


Now carrying more than too tons of slag during 
a seven-day working week, the tipper was the first 
to be converted. It has been in this arduous 
service for some three years and is used to move 
slag from the aluminium foundry or from stock 
to the washing plant, the stock being scattered 
over a fairly extensive area of rough hilly country. 

Conversion of the tractor to a tipper included 





International Alloys Scammell MH tractor conversions: The fire tender at practice on a nearby 
canal bank; right, the tipper at work on typically difficult ground conditions in the works area 


others have been converted into a tipper and a 
fire tender. 

The three conventional MH tractors are em- 
ployed in conjunction with a large fleet of semi- 
trailers, including 10 of Scammell manufacture, 
each carrying up to 14 tons of aluminium ingots, 
slag, swarf or various raw materials. The Scammell 
tractors operate solely within the works, serving 
as shunting units for the semi-trailers which they 
haul to wad from scattered positions on the 35-acre 
site to a central area where they are picked up 
for outside delivery by International Alloys’ large 
fleet of Leyland Comet-Scammell tractors. 


SELF-CONTAINED SPRAYGUN 


Electrospray Claims 


UITE remarkable performance is claimed for 

a Swiss-designed portable electric spraygun 
named Electrospray introduced into this 
country and Ireland by Edmundsons Tools, 
Limited, 64-66 Newington Causeway, London, 
S.E.1, sole concessionaire for the Reinhold Electro- 
spray Manufacturing Company, Geneva. Among 
the performance characteristics mentioned in a 
brochure available from Edmundsons_ Tools, 
Limited, are an ability to deal with a wide 
variety of materials; instantaneous adjustment 
from flat to circular spray pattern and width of 


ee Coe! 





The self-contained and versatile Electrospray 


spray variable from a spot the size of a six- 
pence to 4 to 8 in., depending on the material; 
negligible overspray, obviating the necessity for 
masking and resulting in a paint saving of 20 per 
cent er more; absence of oil, water and air 
bubbles in spray; and a reduction in viscosity of 
most materials being sprayed due to heat trans- 
mitted from motor-turbine housing 


Viscometer Provided 

The Electrospray is said to weigh no more than 
the conventional spraygun of similar capacity, 
though it embodies a built-in electric motor for 
operation from various a.c, mains voltages. It is 
supplied with a viscometer for checking the correct 
reduction of materials to be sprayed, to ft. of 
electric lead and two spare jets. Spare quart- 
capacity paint cups cost extra. The list price is 
£32 10s. and it is to be distributed through the 
tool trade at the usual discounts. 





the fitting of twin 7.50-20 tyres and wheels at the 
back and the mounting of Antony Hoist tipping 
gear and body. Good stability is essential to 
combat unevenly distributed loads throughout the 
body, as well as to negotiate the rough ground. 
Showpiece of International Alloys’ MH conver- 
sions is the fire tender. Equipped all round with 
10.50-16 track-grip tyres and a 230-gal. water 
tank, the tender can reach any part of the site 
with ease. Although in its 2}-year life it has 
not yet been called to a fire, it is regularly taken 
out on fire practice, often towing a trailer over 
the most difficult ground conditions in the area. 


DUDLEY ZOO CHAIR-LIFT 


Dunlop Disc Brakes Installed 


A* unusual application for the Dunlop disc 
brake is the new chair-lift at Dudley Zoo 
The lift, the first of its kind in Britain and 
similar to the ski-lifts installed at many winter 
sports resorts, carries passengers from the main 
gate up the ~— slope of the hill to the ruined 
walls of the castle, around which the animal and 
bird enclosures are situated. 
The disc brake installation is fitted to the drive 
shaft of the main sheave; it consists of two sets of 





Dudiey Zoo chair-lift, which incorporates 
Dunlop disc brakes 


calipers mounted across the diameter of a stee! 
disc. The brakes are applied mechanically and 


are retracted from the disc hydraulically. The 
actual stopping time is 6 sec., representing only 
12 ft. of travel of one of the 47 chairs which 


make up the installation 





+ 
CARDIFF MECHANISATION 


(Continued from page 13) 
very latest equipment, prepared in full view of 
the customer. 

The new service at Cardiff represents in “ The 
Gower” British Railways catering policy of pro 
viding dining facilities for those who prefer per- 
sonal attention and, by means of “The Red 
Dragon” refreshment room, a self-service facility 
at popular prices for the great number of people 
who have not the time or the inclination to take a 
larger meal. Whilst hot heals and snacks have 





been introduced at many refreshment rooms, “ The 


Red Dragon " is the first to be equipped to under 
take, in one establishment, so many varieties. 

















Peamore Garages, Aiphington 
KENNFORD 485 


BIRMINGHAM 


323 High St., West Bromwich, 
Staffs. 
WEST BROMWICH 2801 


LLANELLY 
Morfa Works, Lianelly 
LLANELLY 4302 





SILVER ROADWAYS LTD. 


Reliable Trunk Services to all Parts 
CARDIFF 


10 Dumfries Place 
CARDIFF 21631 
Exchange Buildings 
SWANSEA S4I71/5 


BRISTOL 


70 Prince Street 
BRISTOL 22315 


LONDON 922-24 Bermondsey Wall West, S.E.16 8ERmondsey 4533 





CLASGCOW 
12 Dixon Street, C.2 
CITY 3381 


LIVERPOOL 


11 Olid Hall Street, Liverpool, 3 
CENTRAL 6386 


NOTTINGHAM 


Pavilion Building, Pavilion Road 
West Bridgford 
NOTTINGHAM 83481 
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Transport Readership at Oxford 


hs electors of the University of Oxford to the 
readership in the economics and organisation 
of Transport have appointed Mr. D. L. 
Munby, M.A., to the readership for seven years 
from October 1. Mr. Munby was a scholar of 
Rugby School and of Wadham College, Oxford. 
He took a first in honour moderations in 1939 and 
a first in modern greats in 1947. In 1948-49 Mr 
Munby was a lecturer at Christ Church, Oxford, and 
since 1949 has been lecturer in Political Economy 
at King’s College, University of Aberdeen. His 
publications include Industry and Planning in 
Stepney, The Cost of Industrial Dispersal from 
London, The Price of Fuel, and Transport Costs in 
the North of Scotland 
oe 


* * 

We regret to record the death of Mr. S. T. 7 
Geary, M.A., B.Sc., A.M.Inst.T., transport man 
ager, Ansells Brewery, Limited, Birmingham. H 
was 04 

* * * 
Mr. D. S. Richardson has been appointed sales 


manager to the Nightingale Engineering Co., 
Limited, a subsidiary of Atkinson Vehicles, Limited, 
and is responsible for all sales in the London area. 
Mr. Arthur R. Young, formerly with the Nightin- 
gale Engineering company, has been appointed 
sales liaison officer for Atkinson and will be domi- 
ciled at the Walton-le-Dale works 
* * * 
On July 2, Mr. H. C. Johnson, general manager 
of tha Eastern Region, was host at a luncheon at 
the Great Northern Hotel, Kings Cross, to those 





Mr. H. C. Johnson with Eastern Region 
civic dignitaries 


members of the staff-in the Eastern Region who 
have been elected to civic office during the 1958-59 
municipal year. Seen in our illustration are, 
standing, left to right: 

Councillor J. J. Walsh, Deputy Mayor of Leyton. 

Councillor A. Harvey, Mayor of Doncaster. 

Councillor C. C. Thurlow, Deputy Mayor of Harwich 

Councillor R. Ratcliffe, Deputy Mayor of Ipswich 
Seated, left to right: 

Councillor W. J. Low, Mayor of Leyton 

Mr. H. C. Johnson, general manager, Eastern Region 

Councillor H. R. Muskett, Mayor of Great Yarmouth 

* * * 


To expand sales of U.S. Royal tyres in Great 
Britain, the North British Rubber Co., Limited, 
the U.K. affiliate, announces the creation of a new 
position of tyre advertising and sales promotion 
manager to be filled by Mr. A. C. Barrett. 

* * * 

The Transportation Club is inviting applications 
for new members. It is pointed out that new- 
comers may join for an initial six-month period for 
six guineas. Visitors from the provinces or over- 
seas can obtain temporary membership cards, 
Ladies may now be brought in as guests at lunch. 

. * . 

We regret to record the death of Captain Carlton 
F. Roberts, M.¢ M.I.Mech.E., formerly trans 
port engineer and manager of Hovis, Limited, and 
then chief engineer of Transport Services, Limited ; 
the pre-nationalisation road haulage group. He 
served B.R.S. as stores officer in the South Eastern 
Division before retiring in 1955. Captain Roberts 
was 65. 

* * + 

On Tuesday this week, the Minister of Transport 
and Civil Aviation, Mr. Harold Watkinson, accom- 
panied by Sir Gerard d’Erlanger, chairman of 
B.O.A.C., left London for the U.S.A. by Britannia 
aircraft at the invitation of the Port of New York 
Authority to review some of the problems which 
will arise when very large jet aircraft are ready for 


ia acl gets 


L.M. Divisional Offices 


OLLOWING formal opening in Liverpool in 
May of the offices of the first of six divisional 
headquarters established under the London 

Midland Region reorganisation, the offices of other 
geographical divisions were to be opened in Barrow 
on July 1, London on July 4, Manchester on July 7, 
and Nottingham on July 10. A further divisional 
office is yet to be opened at Birmingham. The Lord 
Mayor of London opened the London office and the 
opening ceremonies at other places were performed 
personally by Mr. David Blee, general manager of 
the London Midland Region, in the presence of Lord 
Mayors, Mayors and leaders of local civic and 
commercial affairs. In each of the divisions con 
cerned—namely, Merseyside and North Wales, 
London, East Lancashire, East Midlands, West 
Midlands and Northern—the new divisional offices 
says the L.M.R., will have the effect of bringing 
the business and travelling community into closer 
touch with the railway. At a housewarming party 
held by Mr. R. L. E. Lawrence, divisional traffx 
manager, London, one could appreciate the excel 
lent layout of the modern offices on the ground 
floor of 22-25 Finsbury Square, E.C.2 (Metropoli 
tan 8801). 
7 * * 

Mr. V. Held has been appointed spare parts 
manager for Associated Commercial Vehicles, 
Limited, succeeding the late Mr. Hitchins 

* * ° 

Mr. C. E. Dunton, chief civil engineer, London 
lransport, has been elected president of the Per 
manent Way Institution for the ensuing year. He 
will assume office on January 31, 1959. 

* * 

Mr. M. Mothio has been appointed sales manager 
of the London division of Shell-Mex and B.P., 
Limited. He succeeds Mr. C. S. Martin, who has 
been appointed manager of the company’s North 
Western division 

. * 7 

Appointment of Mr, D. A. Stringer, hitherto 
docks manager, Fleetwood, as docks manager, 
B.T.C., East Coast Scottish Ports, located at 
Grangemouth, is announced. He is succeeded at 
Fleetwood by Mr. A. D. Morgan, assistant docks 
manager, King’s Lynn. 

* * * 

Mr. C. W. Adshead, A.M.I.Mech.E., and Mr. 
C, L. J. Freeman, F.C.1.S., have been appointed 
joint managing directors of Setright Registers, 
Limited; Mr. Freeman retains the position of secre- 
tary. Mr. H, C. Carter, commercial manager, has 
now been appointed a director. 

* * * 

Mr. F. Seekings, F.R.I.C.S., divisional estate 
officer, North Eastern Division, British Transport 
Waterways, retired on June 30 after 45 years’ ser- 
vice with British Transport Commission and its 
predecessors. His successor is Mr. A. H. Harper, 
A.R.I.C.S. 

* * * 

At the annual general meeting of the Scottish 
Motor Trade Association’ in Glasgow on July 4, 
Mr. A, J. Cormack (Edinburgh) was unanimously 
elected president for the ensuing year in succession 
to Mr. G. Valentine, who was co-opted as immediate 
past president. Mr. E. Thompton, C.A. (Dundee), 
was appointed retailer vice-president. 

* * * 

Mr. M. A. Henstock, B.Sc.(Eng.), who was 
recently appointed assistant supplies and contracts 
manager, London Midland Region, entered the 
service of the Midland Railway in 1920 as a 
privileged apprentice at Derby locomotive works 
Appointed senior mechanical inspector to the chief 
mechanical engineer at Derby in 1943, he was 
transferred to the locomotive works in 1944 as 
assistant to the works superintendent for mainten 
ance of locomotives. He was appointed assisfant 
works superintendent in the locomotive works in 
1948 

* * * 

London Transport announces that certain officers 
in the department of the chief mechanical engineer 
(railways) will no longer be designated “ assistant 
mechanical engineer ” for their respective functions 


and, in consequence, Mr. G. S. Bingham, 
M.I.Mech.E., M.I.Loco.E., M.Inst.T., becomes 
mechanical engineer (works—railways), Mr 


J. G. Bruce, B.Sc.(Eng.), M.I.E.E., M.Inst.T., 
M.I.Loco.E., becomes mechancial engineer (run 
ning—railways); furthermore, Mr. R. I. D. Arthur- 
ton, B.Se.(Eng.), A.M.I.Mech.E., A.M.Inst.T., 
M.I.Loco.E., now becomes mechanical engineer 
(development—railways), and Mr. I. W. Standring, 
A.M.I.E.E., becomes mechanical engineer (lifts 
and escalators) . 





Mr. Harold Watkinson is presented with an 

ashtray memento at the opening of the new 

Monsanto oil additive research laboratories 
(see page 1) by Sir Miles Thomas 


service across the North Atlantic. In particular, 
he will exchange views with the Port of New York 
Authority about the problem of jet aircraft noise 
Mr. Watkinson will fly to Ottawa on his way to 
New York in order to meet the Canadian Minister 
of Transport, Mr. George Hees, for a general 
discussion, 
* * * 

Having regard to continued ill-health, Mr. E. J. 
Waddington has been granted sick leave until 
December 31 when, on reaching normal retirement 
age, he will retire from his offices of director of 
finance of Vickers, Limited, and of Vickers- 
Armstrongs, Limited, and also from the boards of 
directors of those two companies. In the absence 
of Mr. Waddington on sick leave his duties as 
director of finance will be assumed by Mr. R. P. H. 
Yapp. Mr. B. L. Snow has been appointed sales 
manager of Vickers - Armstrongs (Engineers) , 
Limited, and a special director, 


Mr. G. O. Waters (left), lately chairman and 

managing director, Air Terminals, Limited, 

was recently presented by Mr. A. C. Ping, 

the present chairman, with a set of garden 

furniture from colleagues to mark his 
retirement 


A challenge shield for the best all-round depot in 
British Waterways for 1957 has been won by the 
Sampson Road Depot, Birmingham, South Eastern 
Division. 

* * * 

On July 26 this year a party of eight boys from 
Radley College leaves for a tour of the U.S.A. and 
Canada. These boys, all between the ages of 17 
and 18, have been selected from those at the school 
intending to make their careers in industry. They 
will see American and Canadian industry and 
something of the countries and their respective 
ways of life. A number of British industries and 
firms has assisted the project in various ways. The 
provisional itinerary takes in the Saint Lawrence 
Seaway, the Ford or Chrysler plant in Detroit, the 
Lockheed aircraft factory on the West Coast and 
an oil refinery. 
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jeopardises health 


THE MASTER 
CLEANER 


The greatest enemy of efficient production—DUST, whether it is creating a fire risk, damaging 
machinery, blanketing heat and light, jeopardising health, ruining paint or causing extra 
labour can, unknown to you, gradu- 
ally whittle down your profits. 
Eliminate dust with NEW 
WELBECK industrial suction cleaners 
—the most advanced and efficient 
machines on the market today. Your 
premises need NEW WELBECK to 


restore lost profits. 


WE SERVE THE LEADERS 
OF INDUSTRY 





af 
A NEW WELBECK ‘Simplex’ 
model being used by 


Brighton Corporation Transport. 


* 





Write now for further information to 
Dept. 17. 








NEW WELBECK LTD. 


HEAD OFFICE & WORKS: LONDON OFFICE: 
Moulsecoomb Way, Brighton, 7, Sussex 6 Cavendish Square, London, W.1 
Tel : Grighton 61666 (Pex) Tet.: LANghem 1517 (Pex) 
BRANCHES AT BIRMINGHAM, MANCHESTER, SCOTLAND &@ EIRE 


Y 


By appointment co 
1M. 


Supplers of 
Vacuum Cleaners 











DIESEL-ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES 
FOR MAIN LINE SERVICE 
As part of their far-reaching modernisation plans, British Transport Commission 


called upon BTH to supply ten 800-h.p. diesel-electric locomotives for main-line 
freight duty. The illustration shows the first of these locomotives on test 


tip ueteacgainaal 





BRITISH THOMSON-HOUSTON 


ENGLAND 


THE BRITISH THOMSON-HOUSTON COMPANY LIMITED - RUGBY 


an A.E.1. Company ASUS 
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IMPORTANT CONTRACTS 


Diesel Sets for West Country 








HE first multiple-unit diesel trains for service 
T in the West Country are to be provided from 
an order for 48 diesel cars and trailers which 

has been placed by the British Transport Com- 
mission for the Western Region, British Railways. 
Most of the vehicles are intended for such services 
and more than half of them will be operated as 
three-car train sets, each with a buffet car. The 
remainder will be used as single units or with 
trailers cars They kave been ordered from the 
Pressed Steel Co., Limited, Paisley. There will be 
brake open composites, nine motor 
with and 10 trailer open 
buffets for sets, 14 motor 


motor 
seconds 


with 


nine 
open lavatories 
three 


ving cab at each end for 


t 
seconds Ca 





second brakes with a 
ise singly or with t and six driving trailer 
seconds. All the vehicles will be 63 ft. 6 in. long 
and two B.U.T. 150-h.p. engines will be fitted in 
each of the 3:2 powe! a ¢ 


South Wales Docks Contracts 
Recent contracts pla yy the Britis 


Sout! Wales Docks) inclu 


lransp< rt 


le the 


1 } 
MMMISS1O! 
following 
Limited, for the 
’ort Talbot Docks 
reconstruction of 
Barry 


Fairfield Shipbu ‘ 
pply and erectior i m 
Land and Marine ¢ 


track for new Dock 





1K 


General Engineering (Swansea Limited, for genera ver 


hb. Si Ernest Palmer 


Ceylon Orders British Equipment 
Parkinson, Limited, has been 
iwarded a contract by the Ceylon Government 
valued at {250,000 for the supply of three large 
transformer substations for the island’s electricity 
development scheme. One of the deciding factors 
in placing the contract, whi h was keenly con 
tested by European manufacturers, was ability to 
deliver in time for the substations to be brought 
into service by the end of 1959. 


Cre ympton 


London Midland Region Contracts 
The London Midland Region of British Railways 


announces the following contracts 

Saunders and Taylor, Limited, Manchester, 3, for d 
heating in general and mechanised foundries of the Locomotive 
Works, Horwich aM Z 

Brooks Ventilation Units, London, W.C.2, for inlet and ven 
tilating plant in general iron foundry, Locomotive Works, 
Horwich. s Rs 

John Booth and Sons (Bolton), for steelwork of new bridge 
on Liverpool and Manchester line over Man« hester Outer Ring 


Road at Barton Old Hall 


steam 


Metropolitan Line Bridge Reconstruction 

Work has started on the reconstruction of the 
bridge carrying the road over the Metropolitan 
Line in Green Lane by Northwood Station. London 
Transport has awarded the contract to William 
Old, Limited; the work will take about 12 months 
to complete and will cost about £27,000. The 
present iron-construction bridge will be replaced 
with a new steel and concrete structure and 
widened from 40 ft. to 49 ft. 6 in. Another span 
will be added on the north side of the bridge ready 
for a fourth railway track. The old bridge has 
been in use since the railway was opened in 1887. 
Work will go on only on one side of the bridge at 
1 time, so that the road can be kept open for single- 
line traffic. 


Eastern Region Resignalling 
Iwo important contracts have recently been 
placed with Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co., 
Limited, for the supply and installation of signal 
with the electrifica 


in connection 


ung equipment 


tion on the 5jo-cycle a.c. system of the suburban 
lines of the Eastern Region, British Railways 
between Bethnal Green and Hackney Downs 
Enfield Town, Chin giord, Cheshunt, Broxbourne 
Bishops Stortford an i Hertford East and also on 
the London, Tilbury and Southend section between 
3asildon and Shoeburyness. The former contract 
entails substantial modifications to the existing 
signalling juipment b een Bethnal Green, 





Hackney Downs, Enfield Town and Chingford 


nstalled by Westinghouse between 1934 and 1938 
is well as the provision of new ectric signalling 
equipment between Bury Street Junction, Bishops 


and Hertford East [his extends over a 
f approximately 47 route-miles 

[The London, Tilbury and Southend 
involves the provision of new electric signalling 
juipment and covers approximately 20 route 
miles The scheme the provision and 
installation of main d.c. searchlight signals, shunt 
and subsidiary signals, style M.3 high-voltage a. 
point machines and style R (a.c. immune) d.« 
track circuits. All-electric route relay interloc king 
systems will be employed at Broxbourne, Harlow 
Pitsea and Southend Central. The signalling at 
the new station to be built at Harlow New Town 
will be remotely controlled from the signalbox at 
Harlow, some two miles distant. 


stortiord 


total sf 


scheme 


compnises 
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TENDERS INVITED 


HE foliowing items are extracted from the Board of Trade 
Special Register Service of information. Inquiries should 
be addressed, quoting reference number where given, to the 

Export Services Branch, Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobaids 
Road, London, W.C.1. 


Union Purchase 
15-plate BATTERIES. 


July 17—Burma. 
plate and 100 12-v 
General, Union of Burma Purchase 
Rangoon. (ESB/ 16591 / 58.) 

August I—Union of South Africa. 
75 (25 European, 50 non-European) sINGLE-Deck Buses ready for 
service. Photocopies of tender documents from Export Services 
Branch, B.o.T., price 15s. (ESB/16112/ 58.) 

August 8—Thailand.—State Railway for 10 DIESEL RAILCARS 
for metre gauge (50 Ib.-yd. rail, 10} metric ton maximum axle 
load). Tenders to the Stores Superintendent, State Railway 
of Thailand, Yod-Se, Bangkok. (ESB/14345/ 58.) 

August &—Union of South Africa.—South African Railways 
for about 5,000 RAILWAY WAGONS of various types and waGon 
COMPONENTS. The tender document drawings can be 
viewed in the offices of the High Commissioner for the Union 
of South Africa, South Africa House, Trafalgar Square, London 
Ww ESB / 13538 / 58.) 

August 15—Union of South Africa. African Railways 
soe 18 ay cm PASSENGER VEHICLES. Photocopies of tender 
documents from Export Services Branch, Bo.1 

; i nch, o.T., price 1 
ESB / 14489 / 58.) " ‘ 

August 20—Irag.—Basra General Council for 40 
DIESEL BUSES with spare parts. Tender d 
cations from the Royal fraqi Embassy 
don, S.W.7. (ESB/16119/ 58.) 

August 22—Thailand.—State Railways for 


Board for “) 12-¥ iy 
Tenders to the Director 
Board, St John’s Road 


Durban Corporation for 


and 





South 


sing 'e-de« k 
cuments and specifi 
22 Queen's Gate, Lon 


) CATTLE WAGONS 





for metre gauge Photoc . oe of tender documents from 
Export Services Board Bo , price 3% ESB/ 14755 58 
_ August 25—Sudan.—Sudan Railways for 18 he: hive 
light ‘ Main-line DIBSEL-ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES. specificatior 
snd drawings available on loan from Export Ser Bran 
1 log T ; ) rvices Branch 
Bo.T. (ESB / 16442 / 58 ‘ a 
Export Opportunity—Portuguese West Africa.—Alfredo F 
Matos, Lda Caixa Postal No. 459, Luanda, wishes to wet 
mto touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of diese! 


eng nes suitable far passenger vehicles of 14 to 2 tons 
lorries of 5 to 
West Africa. 


and 
7 tons who are not yet represented in Po - 
ESB) 1ecee/ts) y 74) ated in Portuguese 


SHIPPING and SHIPBUILDING 
Easier Booking for Sea Travel 








ITH the primary objective of easing the 
work of the travel agent in the selling of 
steamship space, and in this way securing 

for a passenger by sea the best possible service 
from their first contact with the agent to the 
completion of the voyage, an organisation known 
as Ocean Travel Development has been created 
by leading British passenger lines. Some of the 
matters which will be given early attention will 
be to review all the procedures for booking sea 
passages, the aim being to bring about all possible 
simplification. Means to avoid unnecessary differ 
method between the practices of one 
and another in booking procedure will 
Methods of ticket issuing will also 
be reviewed. Another object of O.T.D. will be to 
means of increasing the use of shipping by 
the travelling public by such methods as increased 
interchange between the lines and stop-over facili 


ences ol 
company 
be examined. 


devise 


ties, also the further development with travel 
agents of package tours. Early steps will be taken 
to discuss such matters with foreign shipping 
companies sharing similar interests 

Mr. | H. Dawson, a director and general 


manager of the Cunard Steam-Ship Co., Limited 
first chairman of O.T.D. and its 
will be Mr. C. M. Squarey, who 
years has been the ocean travel 
Cook and Son, Limited. Mem 

will, for the present, be open 


has been elected 
general manager 
for the last nine 
manager of Thos 
bership of O.T.D 


to any U.K. owners of ocean vessels carrying mort 
than twelve passengers 
O.T.D. is an extension in the co-operation be 


tween deep-sea passenger lines and is being estab 
lished with the full support of the General Council 
of British Shipping, which will co-operate where 
ever possible with a view to ensuring the success 
of the work of this new enterprise. The functions 
of the national shipowners’ organisations will re 
main unchanged, and the work of O.T.D. will 
be complementary to them and to the work of 
passenger liner conferences. (In our May 3 issue 
it was noted that the Chamber of Shipping has 
persuaded the Government to dispense with the 
elaborate manifest now required, and that an 
amending statutory instrument enabling this 
change is to be laid before Parliament.) 


Niarchos Yard 
PABRICATION is.due to start on July 15 on 
the first order at the Niarchos yard at 
Scaramanga, near the island of Salamis, Greece 


a 25,000-ton vessel for the Niarchos group. Under 
an agreement signed two years ago with the 


Greek Government, the Niarchos interests agreed 
to spend more than £3 million on the shipyard, 
but it is now stated that after full development 
of the shipyard in the next five years it was 
expected that about {£7 million would be spent. 


Another Car Stowage System 

‘ALSE decks in the holds of dry cargo vessels 
constructed of tubular steel scaffolding and 
wooden decking have been developed by Tatham, 
Bromage and Co., Limited, in conjunction with 
Acrow (Engineers), Limited, for the carriage of 
cars. With the new system as many as 600 to 
700 unpacked average sized motorcars can be 
stowed on board a Liberty ship or larger vessel, 
and the scaffolding can be easily removed for 
employment in another vessel after use. The 
method is in fact particularly useful where only 
temporary or intermittent use is required. Total 
ight of the scaffolding and decking used is little 


more than 200 tons 


Australian Raw Sugar Terminals 


rts on the north-east coast of Australia 





\! six pr 

. Mackay, Townsville, Bundaberg, Mouralyan 
Livenda Point and Bowen—large silos or storage 
sheds where raw sugar can be stored in bulk are 
now being constructed The first of these new 
igar terminals, at Mackay, was recently opened 

ost of £{1,600,000. It is 1,000 ft. long, 150 ft 

and 87 ft. in elevation and covers an area 

acres To give some idea of the enormous 

area of the roof it is of interest to note that in 
view of the climatic conditions of Queensland, a 


lrinking water tank is to be filled from 
collected on only a small section of 
when full, will hold 150,000 tons of 
gar. Total staff is 22. Whereas before it 
some 5,000 man-hours to fill an 8,o00-ton 
cargo ship, today it takes than 30—three 
day’s work for a single operator 

When raw sugar arrives at Mackay it is tipped 


30,000-gal 
the rainwater 
it The 


Taw Sit 


, 
silo 


took 
less 


on to a conveyor belt and carried to one of the 
40 ft. by 6 ft. movable hoppers in the roof of the 
shed. The floor of the hopper is automatically 
opened and the sugar falls on to a chosen point 


on the main pile. In the floor of the vast sheds 
ire a line of 76 further hoppers, each of which can 
be gravity-fed. These take the sugar to a system 
of pipes carried out to sea on a boom which feeds 
the holds of the vessel at the rate of 750 tons an 


hour 





* 
FINANCIAL RESULTS 


OTES on the trading results dividends and financial provisions 
of companies associated with the transport industry are 
contained in this feature, together with details of share 

issues, acquisitions and company formations or reorganisations 


Fodens 


Dividend of Fodens, Limited, is 12) per cent (same). Group 
net profits for the year ended March 29 were £146,117 (£142,.2w) 
after tax of £126,064 (£164,435) 


Simms Motor and Electronics Corporation 


Consolidated group profit of Simms Motor and Electronics 
Corporation, Limited, for 1957 was {027,861 before tax 
£503,980. Net group profit is £370,275. General reserve receives 
£171,475 and total ordinary distribution is 114d. per 5s. share 
Simms Motor Units, Limited, is now fully tooled up for pro 
duction of the Tensec diese] engine hand starter and larger 
batches are now operating very successfully 


Duple Offer for Willowbrook 


Duple Motor Bodies, Limited, has made an offer for the 
£181,000 paid-up share capital of Willowbrook, Limited, Lough 
borough, on the basis of 2s. per 2s. share to be provided as to 
one-half in cash and one-half in fully paid 7$ per cent second 
cumulative preference shares. The offer is subject to not less 
than 90 per cent acceptance. If it becomes unconditional 
Duple will create a new class cf 300,000 7% per cent {1 second 
preference shares. Willowbrook directors recommend accept 
ince of the offer 


British Tabulating and Powers-Samas 


The British Tabulating Machine Co., Limited, and Powers 
Samas Accounting Machines, Limited, controlled by Vickers 
Limited, have reached agreement in principle for a merger of 
their businesses, A new operating company will be set up t 
take over the undertakings of both companies in return for 
the issue ot ordinary shares. British Tabulating will hold 
62 per cent of the equity in the new company and Powers 
Samas 38 per cent he main purpose of this merger in the 
punched card and computing fields is to improve effic iency 
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National Motowways at Cast / 


Tremendous projects, and the going will be tough—but 
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“COMMER 


S and 7 TON DIESEL TIPPERS | 








a o © 

are made for jobs like this : 

L 

No better vehicles exist than these sturdy and economical 

heavy-duty Commers, which over the years have fully ; 

proved their worth in all parts of the world. 

Full details from your local Commer Dealer. 

I 

i 

ROOTES PRODUCTS — BUILT STRONGER TO LAST LONGER! I 
COMMER CARS LTD. LUTON BEDS. EXPORT DIVISION: ROOTES LTD, DEVONSHIRE HOUSE PICCADILLY LONDON W.I ; 
t 


BLACKPOOL cicos: Jaa 
ALHAMBRINAL | 


Permanent Interior Decorative Panelling . 








ERY BLACKPOOL CORPORATION 
BUS, TRAM AND TRAILER IS FITTED ; 


SU 
THROUGHOUT WITH ALHAMBRINAL [ 

es 
ROOF PANELS, BODY PANELS, SIDE PANELS, SEAT BACKS w 
“ALHAMBRINAL,” the permanent decorative interior panelling, is extensively used for the lining th 
of ceilings, under-racks, body panels and seat backs in motor coaches, buses, trolley-buses, tramcars, bt 
railcars and railway carriages. “ALHAMBRINAL” is produced in a wide variety of designs and It 
colours which are solid throughout. It is practically indestructible under ordinary conditions of wear. Ww 


It is light in weight, non-inflammable, non-corrosive and a non-conductor of heat or cold. It is ready to 
fix and can be supplied on aluminium, hardwood or plywood backing, cut to sizes and ready to erect 


Thornas Thomson Sons é 0. Batthead) Ltd 


FERENEZE WORKS BARRHEAD neat GLASGOW. 
PHONE: BARRHEAD 1038-9 GRAMS: “WATERPROOF” BARRHEAD 
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